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Part 32:  No Turning Back
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“And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.’ 11 And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him.”                   


Luke 5:10-11
“We declare that in matters of external conduct, churches are willing to accept lawful oversight by civil administration or other government departments as other social organizations do. But under no circumstances will we lead our churches to join a religious organization controlled by the government, to register with the religious administration department, or to accept any kind of affiliation . . . For the sake of the gospel, we are prepared to bear all losses—even the loss of our freedom and our lives.”       
Statement of Chinese Pastors (2018)
This is genuine discipleship – no turning back!

(Luke 5:1-11 – gives us Luke’s version of the call of the 1st 
       disciples of Jesus… Peter, James and John—

The POINT: this is a call to follow Jesus – the call to discipleship

   -not the call to salvation . . . but the call to learn (it’s often in the 

          learning that transformation happens!)
What you did in the past may not be the most accurate gauge of your spiritual reality / status today.
 (too often we focus more on past memory than present reality!

A Disciple Listens to the Master   (Luke 5:1-5)
=simply put….a disciple (a learner) listens to the teacher!
   (Do you want to hear the Word of God?

        -a genuine disciple does! 
        -a disciple knows he needs to hear the Word

   (BUT… it’s one thing to love to hear . .  . it’s another to 
           actually listen (we often hear…but we don’t hear!)
       -a true disciple HEARS – he/she listens with intent to obey!

*In order to follow Jesus you have to hear what He is saying!

*Listening to the Teacher (Jesus) inherently implies obeying Him!

A Disciple Learns from the Master  (Luke 5:6-9)
=listen and learn . . . obey and be blessed!

=most important thing you learn from Jesus: how sinful you are!
=in the wake of what Peter has witnessed, he is overwhelmed 
     by two things: 
         *the greatness of Jesus 

         *the greatness of his own sin 
(Jesus invaded Peter’s space in order to show him that his life 

      was no longer his own— Peter was being taught that a 

      disciple’s entire life belongs to Jesus!

(to his credit— Peter was willing to do what Jesus asked him to 

        do before he was certain that it was the right thing to do!

-Sooner or later, every disciple must come to the point of full 
     repentance 
-We have to see ourselves as we really are, in all our sin

-The way we do that is by seeing Jesus as He really is, in all His 
     power and majesty… we must learn from the Master.
A Disciple Looks on behalf of the Master

“And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.’”



Luke 5:10
=every true disciple tells others about Jesus!

     ‘Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day. Teach a man to 

         fish and you feed him for a lifetime’

=Jesus was telling Peter (and us)—

     ‘Teach a man to fish for men and the ones he catches will live 

         forever.’

A Disciple Leaves It All Behind for the Master

“And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him.”                 Luke 5:11
=discipleship really is an ‘all-or-nothing’ proposition!

=the call to leave everything and follow is the call of Jesus to 
      every disciple…
