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Luke 5:12-26
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“When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, ‘Why do you question in your hearts? 23Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 24But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins—he said to the man who was paralyzed—‘I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.’ 25And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been lying on and went home, glorifying God.  26And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, “We have seen extraordinary things today.”            





Luke 5:12-26
There are times in life where we go to the Word of God because we need to hear from God— we need to be assured… we need to be reminded that our faith/ our hope is rightly anchored!

Here in Luke 5:12-26— Luke puts together 2 very brief stories 

     --both deal with healing (leprosy….and lameness)

     --in one case the sick one asks . . .in the other, friends ask

     --both stories have the same structure—
(both stories have significant spiritual importance— both 

           leprosy and lameness prohibited attendance at worship!

(both stories point beyond the physical malady to the spiritual 

(both stories emphasize the same point—and that’s the authority
         of Jesus to forgive sins and restore sinners – both stories 

         show our need of Him!

The Most Basic Need of Man—  the Forgiveness of Sins
=we see it in the 1st story in the condition called Leprosy

=we see it in the 2nd story in a challenge made by Jesus

The Condition Called Leprosy  (Luke 5:12-14 )
=to really appreciate what is happening here— you MUST 

       understand leprosy!

   If we could see ourselves with spiritual eyes as we are apart  

      from Christ, we would know that we are the walking dead 

      trying to cover ourselves with filthy rags
    =Numbers 5 / Leviticus 13-14 – lepers were put out of the 
          Community… they couldn’t come into cities …couldn’t 
          have contact with God's people, and they could not come 
          into worship. They were excluded 
   =Leviticus 22 – lame priests were not allowed to serve in the 
           temple of the Lord

The Desperation of Sin

“While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him,”            Luke 5:12
.
    =In drawing attention to cleanness and uncleanness, Jesus is 
            drawing attention to the forgiveness of sins.

The Clarification of a Message  (Luke 5:15-21)
This is Luke’s point—  Our most basic, most fundamental need in this world is the forgiveness of our sins. Without the blessing of forgiveness, no other blessing can be enjoyed. 
The Only Source of Forgiveness of Sin – Jesus 
   (only Jesus can forgive sins

   (only Jesus  has the authority to forgive sin 
=what was subtly implied in the story of the leper is openly 

    shouted in the story of the lame man— Jesus can do what no 
    priest can do. He can heal and He can forgive. 
=they have the wrong answer about Jesus, but they have 
     inadvertently managed to ask the right question: Who indeed 
     can forgive sins but God!
=Jesus heals this paralytic (this lame man) for 1 primary reason!

          “But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to U     

            forgive sins—”      Luke 5:24-25
