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 “Jesus answered them, ‘Healthy people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. 32 I have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners and need to repent.’” 

Luke 5:31-32
“When it came time to choose His disciples, (Jesus) did not go out and find twelve theologically trained, morally upright, spiritually disciplined men. Instead, He gathered a motley crew of everyday sinners. They hardly seemed like the kind of men who would set the world on fire. But when they met Jesus, their lives were changed forever and they became courageous for Christ.”



Phil Ryken

  *the Christian faith isn’t for good people— it’s for sinners

  *the church isn’t for people who think they're righteous—it’s 
     for people who know they’re not righteous

        (The Church is not a club for the righteous; the Church is a 

               hospital for  the sin sick!  
        (the more you grow and mature in Christ,  the more you 
               grasp the great truths of Scripture— the more you see 
               just how wretched you are!  
   (has it ever dawned on you just how offensive Jesus was to 

      the religious people of His day?

      =He made church people so mad that they wanted to kill Him!

  Jesus and Levi—
The Context of the Story

 “Later, as Jesus left the town, he saw a tax collector named Levi sitting at his tax collector’s booth . . .”                           Luke 5:27a (NLT)
*NOTE— Matthew, Mark, and Luke—follow this incident   

    immediately with the call of Levi   --why?

    -to answer a question:  just how far does Jesus’ forgiveness go?
    -whose sins will He forgive?  
Levi was a publican— a tax collector— the worst of the worst in Jewish culture of the day . . .  the poster child for sinners!
    -these people were absolutely hated (on 3 levels)…

             *because they collaborated with the Romans – traitor

             *because they extorted money – thieves (robbers)

             *because they had contact with Gentiles – unclean

The Call of a Sinner

“. . . ‘Follow me and be my disciple,’ Jesus said to him. 28 So Levi got up, left everything, and followed him. ”       Luke 5:27b -28
*this is an explicit command, ‘Follow Me’
*and Levi responded— ‘he left everything’ and ‘followed him’

(To this point in his life)…he was “a man greedy for dirty money, filled with an uncontrollable desire to possess, careless of justice in his eagerness to have what did not belong to him…Yet he was snatched from the workshop of sin itself and saved when there was no hope for him, at the call of Christ the Savior of us all.”                     Cyril of Alexandria
   = He made a decisive break and then a continuing pattern
The Controversy of the Scene (vv. 29-32)
=Levi throws a party— invites his ‘friends’ to meet Jesus!

=look at his ‘friends’ – the Pharisees call them ‘scum’

(Why did Jesus ‘eat with sinners’? Jesus’ answer—

  *the sick need the doctor not the healthy – a strong indictment 

          of their cold heart/ wickedness, hatred 
  *from Matthew 9:13 – Jesus said, "Go and learn what this 
         means, ‘I desire compassion and not sacrifice.’
  *‘I haven’t come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance’
    =ironic/sarcastic/biting response    =sadly, they couldn’t see it
“This is that great lesson of the Gospel which, in one form or another, we find continually taught in the New Testament. It is one which we can never have too strongly impressed upon our minds. Such is our natural ignorance and self-righteousness in religion, that we are constantly losing sight of it. We need to be frequently reminded, that Jesus did not come merely as a teacher, but as the Savior of that which was utterly lost, and that those only can receive benefit from Him who will confess that they are ruined, bankrupt, hopeless, miserable sinners.”      J.C. Ryle
