M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 39:  Forbid It Lord That I Should Boast
Romans 3:27-31
Sunday, October 28, 2018
“Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.”           
Romans 3:27-28
 “How can God be just and justify the ungodly? The answer is that He can, because He has punished the sins of ungodly sinners in His own Son. He has poured His wrath upon Him. ‘He bore our chastisement.’ ‘By His striped we healed.’ God has done what He said He would do; He has punished sin. He proclaimed this through the Old Testament everywhere; and He has done what He said He would do. He has shown that He is righteous. He has made a public declaration of it. He is just and can justify, because having punished Another in our stead, He can forgive us freely. And He does so . . . this is the most tremendous, the most glorious, the most staggering thing in the universe and in the whole of history. God is here declaring what He has done for us.”                      Martyn Lloyd-Jones

=Paul has made the case that the law, which is holy, righteous,    

     and good, actually serves to expose our sin and—

                                               to show us our need of a Savior
=When Paul is done with this section, the human condition is 
      clear to anyone who is willing to accept God’s verdict 
  *God saves hell-bound sinners in such a way that His justice 
      is not compromised at the expense of His own Son 
   (that is beyond us . . . that is the gospel! 
3 implications or consequences of God’s way of salvation—

The Gospel Leaves No Room for Boasting
“Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.”                    Romans 3:27-28
Paul rightly understands what boasting really is—

   =boasting is about self-effort and self-aggandizement

   =boasting says, ‘look at what I did’

   =boasting violates the divine glory and brings man into 

        dependence on his own flesh

“If the cross has done all that is needed, if God has revealed in the Old Testament that human effort is futile, there is no place for man’s effort and accordingly for man’s extolling of his own efforts. In any religion of law the worshipper may legitimately feel satisfaction in his personal achievement, but this is a satisfaction that can lead to pride. For those saved by grace, however, that is impossible. Grace leaves no place for satisfaction in one’s own achievement, for salvation is all of God.”                               Leon Morris 
   *we have absolutely no basis or ground to brag or to boast in 

        who we are because we are who we are solely by the grace 

         of God

“Forbid it Lord, that I should boast,

     Save in the death of Christ, my God.

All the vain things that charm me most,

     I sacrifice them to his blood.”            Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
Why does Paul raise the issue of boasting? 
  *Pride Is the Greatest Problem of the Human Race

       -pride is the root cause of all evil and misery

       -pride causes us to deny the obvious…to suppress truth!
The Gospel is the Only Way
“Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30since God is one— who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.”                     Romans 3:29-30

The Gospel Did Not Replace the Law
31Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.”           


Romans 3:27-31

