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Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 40: One Way Only!
Romans 3:29-31
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“Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30since God is one— who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. 31Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.”           






Romans 3:29-31
 “Tolerance is the last virtue of a depraved society. When you have an immoral society that has blatantly, proudly, violated all of the commandments of God, there is one last virtue they insist upon: tolerance for their immorality. They will not have you condemning what they have done as being wrong, and they have created a belief system in which it is not, and in which they are no longer the criminal or the villain or the evil person, but you are!”       D. James Kennedy 
Salvation (justification) – Biblically speaking – is controversial because it is radically contradictory to human nature!
The way of Cain— the way of fallen man— is the way of the ‘religious’ man….coming to God on our own terms!
Paul anticipates 3 questions or issues to God’s way of salvation—
The Gospel Leaves No Room for Boasting
The Gospel is the Only Way
“Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 30since God is one— who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.”                     Romans 3:29-30

(This is the gist of Paul’s rhetorical conversation here—

      There is One God and therefore only one way to the One God
  =because there is one, true God, there is then by default, one 
        way of salvation… there is no other way!

  =In fact, the reality is that there has always been one way of 

        salvation – by grace through faith—

One God    

“Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also,  30since God is one”


Romans 3:29-30a
Why does Paul ask this question about ‘the God of the Jews’
 “Or is God the God of Jews only? ? Is he not the God of Gentiles also?”
 -Paul is reiterating the reality of ‘one way of salvation’ 
  -there is one people of God
  -there is one God and this one God is the God of Jews and He 

        is the God of Gentiles 

 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.”   Deuteronomy 6:4
   (The monotheism of Israel was meant to confront the polytheism of 
          fallen humanity— the God of Israel vs. the gods of men!
*this one true God has revealed himself in Jesus Christ in history *logically— one true God means all other ‘gods’ are false – and 

      that means all religions are neither true nor able to save 
*that has life defining implications for us—

“Christianity is a missionary faith, or it is false to its own foundations. That is one thing we must make clear. And this will be very costly. People will call this arrogant and presumptuous and offensive.”             John Piper
One Way   

“since God is one— who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.”                         Romans 3:30
-Because there is only one God, there is only one way of 

     salvation, only one way of justification, and that one way is 
     one and the same for all— whether Jew and Gentile 
-Paul is emphatic about it—

    -He is emphatically opposed to the idea that anyone can be 
        saved apart from Christ

You cannot deny that Jesus is the only way of salvation without denying either the necessity of or the sufficiency of His death— you cannot be neutral about Jesus and deny that He is the only way of salvation. 
