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Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 41: Faith and the Law
Romans 3:31
Sunday, November 18, 2018
“Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.”           



Romans 3:31
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.”          Matthew 5:17-18
    ‘There is a specific purpose behind the entirety of the OT…the 
     Law even… and that purpose will be fulfilled (accomplished) 
     until time is no more!’                      Jesus
In a series of ‘sermons’ preached in April 2018, Andy Stanley essentially argues that—
  -Christians should completely unhitch their faith from the OT  

  -Christians have no obligation to obey the Ten Commandments’ 
       because that is not our standard!

“The first-century Christians had a very different kind of foundation for their faith than many of us have. Many of us were raised to believe that the foundation of our belief is the Bible, but they didn’t have a Bible, the Bible wouldn’t come until the early fourth century. What they based their faith on was an event-specifically the resurrection of Jesus, and this should be the reason we choose to follow as well.”

                    — Andy Stanley, Aftermath Part 2, April 21, 2018
 “Originally in my notes I was gonna put a screen up here that said ‘In other words that means thou shalt not obey the ten commandments,’ but I knew someone would take a picture of that and it would define me for the rest of my life, so I’m not gonna put that up there...”

                           — Andy Stanley, Aftermath Part 3, April 28, 2018
    -he is popular . . . and he is dead WRONG! Dangerously so!
Paul’s exposition of justification by faith apart from works of 

     the law is not without its problems to fallen, religious man!

And Paul knows that— which is why we see what we see in 

      (vv. 27-31) – a series of 3 rhetorical questions and Paul’s  
      immediate answer to further reinforce his point
Q-1:  Is there then no grounds for boasting in salvation?

The Gospel Leaves No Room for Boasting    Romans 3:27-28
Q-2: Are you saying Jew-Gentile are the same – Paul, are you 

   suggesting there’s only one way to God?  The Gospel is the 

    Only Way         Romans 3:29-30
Q-3: Does ‘the faith’ (Gospel) then invalidate the Law?

The Gospel Did Not Replace the Law     Romans 3:31
      “To the Jew it was a deeply held conviction that the Law came 
         from God and accordingly it showed the chosen people God’s 
        way of salvation! When Paul lays it down that all that is asked of 
        people, Gentile as well as Jew, is faith, this seems to the Jew to 
        imply that the Law has no place. It is done away with.” 

Leon Morris
“Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.”           


Romans 3:31
 =t he Gospel of Jesus Christ actually establishes the 

      Law… it upholds it . . . the word is ‘to make to stand up’

The Law Shows Us the Standard of God
The Law Shows Us the Reality of Sin   (Romans 3:9-20)
   “Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions…” Galatians 3:19
The Law Shows Us Our Need of a Savior  (Galatians 3:21-27)
The ultimate purpose of the Law – to show man his total helpless and hopeless condition before a righteous and just God.
     =the Law was designed to drive Israel to God for a 
          redeemer (a Savior) – it still does that!
 “The law-maker became the law-keeper, but then took our place and condemnation as though he were the law-breaker.”    

Sinclair Ferguson
