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“What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.’ ”           





Romans 4:1-3
In the first 3 chapters of Romans Paul has said a number of striking things about the gospel … he has said that—

   *the gospel is the power of God to save all who believe
   *the gospel reveals both the wrath of God AND the gospel 

        shows the righteousness of God 
   *embracing the gospel through faith delivers us from God’s 
        wrath and justifies us before God— whether Jew or Gentile!

These points are so stunning that some of Paul’s critics could argued that Paul was making this up… that he was betraying the very Judaism (the very Law) that he claimed to uphold! 
We preach, we believe, we stake our lives on a message that the world considers to be absolute foolishness!

        “but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
          Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
          power of God and the wisdom of God.”          I Corinthians 1:23-24

The OT anticipates the coming of Jesus Christ to deliver His people – Jew and Gentile – once for all from the guilt and power of sin . . .  the proof is found in the person of Abraham!
   (Abraham was “saved’ in the very same way that ALL are 
         saved— by grace though faith!
Paul’s Not So Subtle Preview of the Coming Attraction

 “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son…”                    Romans 1:1-3a

“But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:”    
Romans 3:21-22

Paul is saying that this gospel of his salvation is rooted in the     teaching in the Old Testament. 
    --the Gospel of Jesus Christ is NOT a novelty from Paul

    --the Gospel of Jesus Christ is as old as the very Scripture that 

         the Jews revered and misunderstood!
The rabbis of Paul’s day had a real problem with him and this doctrine of justification by faith—

   *they were very clear that God’s salvation, God’s election of 
        His people was based on merit—

   *their own righteousness compelled God to elect them 
As Paul answers their challenge he accomplishes 2 things: 
 *he shows us the continuity of God’s plan of salvation
 *he makes it clear here that salvation excludes boasting
Paul’s Specific Presentation of the Compelling Argument

Paul appeals to the OT to show us 3 specifics—
The Continuity of Faith in Justification
“What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh?”                     Romans 4:1
    Paul argues for continuity – that God always operated by grace 
    and faith was always the instrument whereby we receive 

    salvation . . . even Abraham!
The Unconditionality of Grace in Justification
“For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.”                           Romans 4:2 
   God’s salvation is not conditioned on something in us, it is  
    purchased in Christ—He fulfills all the conditions necessary 
    for our salvation. 
The Instrument of Faith in Justification
“For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.’”                  Romans 4:3
     Abraham was justified by faith (he believed God and His 
     promise) and God’s righteousness was imputed to him 
