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“For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.’ ”           
Romans 4:1-3
“‘Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.’ 57So the Jews said to him, ‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?’ 58Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.’” 


John 8:56-58

Abraham is the fountainhead of faith…and by faith, I mean ‘saving faith’ . . . ‘redeeming faith’
We need to remember what Paul is doing here—

 *in the first 3 chapters, he develops in great detail the doctrine 

       of sin— or… what’s wrong with us?

*then, beginning with Romans 3:21— he introduces the remedy 

     for our sinful state— the doctrine of salvation (justification)— 

     how does one become right with God?
*Romans 4 ‘fleshes out’ what Paul said in concentrated form in 

        Romans 3:21-31. . . he sets out to prove that his gospel is 
        NOT a novelty / it’s NOT some innovation ... 
   Paul did not make this up!
(he introduces his Jewish objectors to a stunning proposition—

    ‘What if Abraham was saved by trusting in Jesus Christ?’

    ‘What if the man they most revere was actually saved by 

      believing the very Gospel that Paul is presenting to them?’
Paul is doing 3 things—
(1) He is establishing credibility with Jewish objections to the 
      doctrine of justification by faith apart from works  
   -he reaches all the way back to the beginning and brings     

      forward the founder of the Jewish nation in order to show that 

      Abraham was justified by faith apart from works
(2) He demonstrates continuity with the doctrine of justification

  -that is, Abraham was saved the same way we are: by grace 

       through faith. . . he believed God and it was accounted to 

       him as righteousness
  -BUT, here’s the critical question: what DID Abraham believe?
     *was he saved because he believed in God? 

     *Abraham was saved (counted as ‘righteous’) because he 

         believed God!
(3) He is squashing boasting – the all too prevalent human 
       tendency to think that we earn God’s favor through self-
       righteous works
“For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God . . . 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness.”       
Romans 4:2, 4-5

    “The whole Pauline gospel could be summed up in this one word, ‘God 
         justifies the ungodly’ ....The paradoxical phrase, ‘He that justifies      

        the ungodly’, does not suggest that justification is a fiction, whether 
        legal or of any other sort, but that it is a miracle.”     James Denney
What did Abraham believe?

‘Abraham rejoiced that he would see My day. He saw it and was glad!’
“And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘In you shall all the nations be blessed.’ 9So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.”                 Galatians 3:8-9

“Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, ‘And to offsprings,’ referring to many, but referring to one, ‘And to your offspring,’ who is Christ.”          Galatians 3:16
(How much did Abraham know . . . enough to trust God 

       AND… to obey Him!

Abraham believed God . . . He believed that Jesus was coming!
