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“Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due.
5And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:

7‘Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered;  8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.’ ”

               




Romans 4:4-8
 “The doctrine of justification, by grace, through faith in Christ, is the old doctrine of the Reformation, and the still older doctrine of the Gospel; yet the vivid apprehension of its meaning, and the cordial reception of its truth, must be a new thing in the experience of every one, when he is first enabled to realize and to believe it. The free pardon of all sin, and a sure title to eternal life, conferred by the mere grace of God, and resting solely on the redemption and righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ— this is the actual privilege of every sinner, on the instant when he begins to rely on Christ alone for salvation…”




James Buchanan
There is a principle in OT law— if you are trying a case it is mandatory that you have more than one witness – the principle of corroborative evidence (witness)
=Paul uses that principle here in his argument as he adds a 2nd, a
    corroborative witness—a man by the name of David!
Restating the Proposition
“Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due.
5And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness,”       Romans 4:4-5
-we’ve already seen Paul’s demonstration that Abraham believed 
    God’ . . .  ‘Abraham rejoiced to see My day, he saw it, and was glad) 
-Abraham believed that God Himself would provide through the 
    line of Abraham, a Redeemer (a remedy for man’s sin!)
  -Paul uses a simple illustration here—
      *If I’m hired to do a job for a set price…and I do the job (the 

           work). . . the pay that I get is pay that I’ve earned (wage)

      *The man who hired me is not being gracious when he pays 

            me— he’s simply giving me what I’ve earned

THEN— in Romans 4:5 – Paul states the same principle with a ‘positive spin’ . . . and in very strong terms—

*the one (and Abraham is the ‘one’ he’s referring to)—
      -does NOT ‘work’ – does not do anything that merits favor

      -does ‘believe’ – specifically, that God ‘justifies’ – He sees 

           as ‘righteous…as meeting His standard’ – the one who 

           believes (trusts) His provision 
Corroborating the Precept
“just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:   7‘Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered;  8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.’ ”   
          Romans 4:6-8
=how huge is David in the mindset of Israel?

         “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, 
            the son of Abraham.”        Matthew 1:1
=Paul contends that David believed the very same thing that 

      Abraham believed—again, credibility and continuity

 -Psalm 32 – David speaks of the blessedness of ‘the man to    

     whom God credits righteousness apart from works’ 
 -Paul quotes Psalm 32:1-2 in Romans 4:7-8 to add weight to his 
      argument that justification is grace and not a reward or wage  
Paul’s use of David teaches us a great deal about justification—

1—the logic of Paul’s argument demands that ‘to impute 
         righteousness’ has the same force as ‘to justify’

2—to be justified is to not only receive God’s blessing but to 
        experience the joy which comes from participating in the 
        kingdom of God    with the knowledge that our sins are   

        forgiven and that God looks favorably upon us

