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Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 45: Questions
Romans 4:9-12
Sunday, December 16, 2018
“Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised?

For we say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised?”

               





Romans 4:9-10
 “Who questions much, shall learn much, and retain much.” 

– Francis Bacon
“As it is, the lover of inquiry must follow his beloved wherever  

  it may lead him.”                  ― Plato, Euthyphro
There is no more important question that we could ask and answer than how can a man be right with God? 
  -the answer is clearly stated in Romans 3:21-31

  -the answer is completely supported in Romans 4 - 5

Paul is talking about the truth of imputed righteousness
     -in His mercy, God does not count our sins against us 
     -in His grace, God credits to our account, imputes to us, the 
         righteousness of Christ as we trust in Him 
What about circumcision and salvation? (Faith and ritual)
   -is there a ritual that we today must undergo to be saved?

   -is baptism necessary for salvation (some say yes!)
   -what Paul says here applies to this question

Another way to think about this question—
     Do You Have to Become a Jew to be ‘right with God’? 
The Value Placed on Circumcision
“Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised?
For we say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness.  How then was it counted to him? ”                Romans 4:9
*Our principal problem in understanding these verses is the fact 
     that circumcision does not mean to us what it meant to the 
     Jews of the first century….

*We must understand that circumcision was – a sacred ceremony 
     that marked out a man as a true son of the covenant. 

Why did God initiate this particular sign for his chosen people? 
  1(Circumcision served as a permanent physical reminder of a 
            man’s sacred relationship to God
  2( It served as a private reminder to the man – No matter 
          where he went, no matter how far from home, no matter 
          how deeply he drank at pagan fountains, he had a private 
          and personal reminder that he was God’s man 
  3(It was a continual reminder to a man of his spiritual 

           obligations

It was a reminder of who he was, to whom he belonged, and how he was to live!
The Verdict Reached about Circumcision  (Romans 4:10-12)
=Remember, the context is all about Abraham and the question—    

     How was Abraham saved? 
=Paul’s argument is simple— Abraham was circumcised 14 years 
         after his salvation; therefore, circumcision cannot be 
         necessary for salvation
So what’s the big deal— why circumcision?
*Circumcision is a sign – a sign points the way to something else   

     -the sign has value because it points me in the right direction   

     -circumcision was a physical sign given to the Jews to point 
         them to God… a reminder that they belonged to Him 
*Circumcision is a seal – a seal authenticates the truth or reality 
     of something else

“Paul has laid down the great principle that the way to God is not through membership of any nation, not through any ordinance which makes a mark upon a man’s body; but by the faith which takes God at his word and makes everything dependent, not on man’s achievement, but solely upon God’s grace.”    W. Barclay
