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 “And Jesus said to them, ‘I ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to destroy it?’ 10And after looking around at them all he said to him, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He did so, and his hand was restored. 11But they were filled with fury and discussed with one another what they might do to Jesus.”          


Luke 6:9-11
One of the major areas of confrontation in the NT centers on 
    ‘religious practice’— from ritual to rules about what can be 
    done on the Sabbath

(the Sabbath is a uniquely Jewish thing— however, there’s 
     certainly an application of the principle of  ‘remember the 
     Sabbath to keep it holy’ to Sunday
   *it’s one thing to personally apply Scripture here and say, 

        ‘Sunday is a day of worship and rest’—

   *it is quite a different matter to make it a legal issue!
We absolutely must understand that the Sabbath command was a distinctive mark and sign of Israel 
 =In Exodus, God told Israel that the Sabbath was one of the 

       things that would set them apart from the nations 
 =It was given to them as one of the Ten Commandments as a 
       blessing    
  -Luke has put together 2 very brief stories

  -ONE major factor ties them together— both occur on Sabbath

      “On a Sabbath, while he was going through the grainfields, his disciples
         plucked and ate some heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands.”             
 





 Luke 6:1

      “On another Sabbath, he entered the synagogue and was teaching, and a 
         man was there whose right hand was withered.”    Luke 6:6  

  *in the 1st episode— Jesus will be accused of violating the 

       Sabbath by ‘harvesting’ grain

  *in the 2nd episode— He is accused of violating the Sabbath by 

        practicing medicine

Is He guilty— does He violate the Sabbath?

“Our Sundays and how we use them is one of the most sure signs of our spiritual condition.”        J.C. Ryle

An Adventure in Missing the Point
(in these 2 brief confrontations— Jesus demonstrates that the 

      ‘experts on Law and worship’ have completely missed the 

      point of this day set aside for worship!  
Story 1 – Walking through a grainfield on the Sabbath (vv. 1-5)
NOTE:  This is their interpretation of how Moses’ law is to be    

     applied in this particular situation…there was no law that     

     addressed this specific situation

Story 2 – Jesus heals a man on the Sabbath  (vv. 6-11)
=NOTE: again, there was no such passage in the Law

    -based on the traditions of the Pharisees, rabbis and scribes, not 
       on the Word of God
=the Pharisees only care about 1 thing— their traditional

     interpretation about how you’re supposed to keep the Sabbath
The Sabbath was turned from a blessing to a burden and became a tool not for glorifying God, but for entrapping and destroying a man. 
An Ultimatum in Making a Point
“And he said to them, ‘The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.’”     
 




Luke 6:5

The ultimatum is this – Jesus is the ultimate authority when it 

     comes to this issue— He is Lord of the Sabbath

  *He worshipped—
  *He did what was necessary—
  *He remembered—
Who the lord of the Lord’s Day is makes all the difference as to whether I’m actually keeping the Lord’s Day. 
