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“In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles”          
Luke 6:12-13
   “Luke draws a beautiful picture of the true position of the apostles 
   in the early church. He calls them, ‘eye-witnesses and servants of      

   the word’ . . . Luke gives the apostles no flattering titles. He affords 
   not the slightest excuse to those who speak of them with idolatrous 
   veneration because of their office and nearness to our Lord. He 
   describes them as ‘eye-witnesses.’ They told men what they had 
   seen with their own eyes, and heard with their own ears. He   

   describes them as ‘servants of the word.’ They were servants of the   

   word of the Gospel. They were men who counted it their highest 
   privilege to carry about, as messengers, the tidings of God's love 
   to a sinful world, and to tell the story of the cross.”
 “And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.”                       Revelation 21:14
 “…these were very common men, called and equipped and empowered for a very uncommon ministry.  And this is consistent with what God does.  He deals with the common, the hoi polloi, if you will.  And He lifts them up to amazing, inexplicable usefulness.  And when their lives have a powerful impact on the world, it is clear to everybody that it can't be because of them, and consequently all the glory goes to God.”              J. MacArthur
The Context of the Call of the Twelve

“In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve…”



Luke 6:12-13a
  -Luke 4-6 deals with the issue of authority—

   *the real authority of Jesus over demons, disease, the Sabbath

   *the conflict of Jesus with the recognized  ‘authorities’ of the 
       day
This context includes not only rising hostility towards Jesus . . .

It also includes an atmosphere of intentional concerted prayer—

 =And Jesus spent the entire night praying! 
“. . . and all night he continued in prayer to God…”
   -to ‘continue’ -   ‘to endure through the night’ –  only used to 
        express some effort that went on through the night – conveys 
        the idea that Jesus was awake and persevered with immense 
        weight on Him 
The way Jesus calls these men proves both the sovereignty of God and the priority of prayer!

The Character of the Men Called

“And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew
his brother, and James and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew,  1and
Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.”          


Luke 6:13-16
=one thing that stands out about these men as a group— they are 

     incredibly ordinary!

=and He calls them apostles (apostello –  ‘to send’) 

   -the word is related to the Aramaic, shahlia – any official 
       representative of the Sanhedrin
The Apostles were Jesus’ own sent ones who are going to bear His authority and power and teach His doctrine 
“The one sent by the man is as the man himself.”  (Mishnah)
*Jesus called them to believe in Him

*Then they were called to drop everything and follow Him 
*Out of that group of disciples (learners) He identifies Apostles

*Later He will gift them miraculously 

*Finally He will send them out  
*Ultimately, He leaves and they go out for good on their own

  
(these man are THE Foundation of the Church
Ephesians 2:19-22       Ephesians 3:1-6    Acts 2:42     Ephesians 4:11

