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“And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his

brother, and James and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 15and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.”          


Luke 6:13-16
 “I have always been fascinated with the lives of the twelve apostles. Who isn’t? The personality types of these men are familiar to us. They are just like us, and they are like other people we know. They are approachable. They are real and living characters we can identify with. They faults and foibles, as well as their triumphs and endearing features, are chronicles in some of the most fascinating accounts of the Bible. These are men we want to know. That’s because they are perfectly ordinary men in every way . . . they were not outstanding because of any natural talents or intellectual abilities. On the contrary, they were all too prone to mistakes, misstatements, wrong attitudes, lapses of faith, and bitter failure— no one more so than the leader of the group, Peter.”


John MacArthur, Twelve Ordinary Men 

*these men illustrate one of the more amazing realities of life — God chooses to advance His Kingdom, to advance the Gospel,

to make Himself known through incredibly ordinary people!

“But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;  28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are,  29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.”               I Corinthians 1:27-29 

A general principle— 

  =there really are no “qualified” people . . . an amazing aspect of 
      God’s grace is that He saves sinners, then He sanctifies them
      (He changes us…grows us…gifts us)— it’s all grace!

Some general observations about this group of men:  
 *the name at the top of the list is always Peter
 *the 12 tend to be seen in 3 groups of 4

      Group 1:  Peter, James, John and Andrew 
      Group 2:  Philip, Nathanael (Bartholomew) Thomas, Matthew 
      Group 3: James the son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, Judas 
                          the son of James (Thaddeus, Jude), Judas Iscariot
 *all of these men (11) are key figures in the spread of the 

         Gospel in the 1st generation of the Church

 *this 3rd group— is the most difficult to follow historically

The First of the Apostles
“And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom he named Peter…”   

Luke 6:13-14a

“The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother…”

Matthew 10:2
=Mathew calls him the ‘first of the Apostles’

   -‘first’ (protos)  - not 1st in a list but the head of a list – leader     

   -implies that Peter was the leader…all of the gospel accounts 

       seem to bear this out

=what we know about this man named, Peter 
   -he was a fisherman by trade – as was his brother, Andrew

   -had a family fishing business on the Sea of Galilee

   -his given name was, Simon

   -his father’s name was, John (or Jonah) 
    (an important clarification— Jesus did not change his name—

     He gave him another name—  “. . . Simon, whom he named Peter. . .”  
=by nature— Simon was brash (a braggart) … vacillating (made 
      promises of what he would do and then didn't do it)  . . . ran 

      his mouth too much . . . impulsive

=we know that he had a wife 
=the Apocryphal book, the Acts of Peter (dates to the 2nd cent) 

      profiles a daughter named Petronilla . . .

(Peter is a case study— a biblical illustration— of how God 
     builds a leader…how God takes the incredibly ordinary and 

    flawed and shaped them into a spiritual leader

