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“And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his

brother, and James and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 15and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.”          


Luke 6:13-16
=James and his brother John – sons of a man named Zebedee

=Zebedee had a fishing business 
=when the two names are together, James is always first— seems 
     to indicate he was older (perhaps more dominant)
=both are part of the inner circle— both were at the Mount of 
      Transfiguration and specifically addressed in Gethsemane

Jesus gave them the name, Boanerges, ‘sons of thunder’  
  -an Aramaic term transliterated from two Semitic roots:
          bēn (‘sons’) and regesh (‘of thunder, tumult’) 
      “He appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); 17James 
        the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name 
        Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder)...”              Mark 3:16-17
  -why did Jesus name these brothers, ‘sons of thunder’ (or we 

        could call them the ‘tumultuous twins’)? 
   “The reason of its bestowal we do not know. It seems to have been 
      intended as a title of honor, though not perpetuated like the 
      surname Peter (this being the only instance of its occurrence)… 
      It is justified by the impetuosity and zeal which characterized both 
      the brothers, which prompted them to suggest the calling of fire 
      from heaven to consume the inhospitable Samaritan village (Lk 
      9:54); which marked James as the victim of an early martyrdom 
      (Ac 12:2); and which sounds in the thunders of John’s Apocalypse.”                 

Marvin Vincent
(these brothers were zealous, passionate, fervent— sometimes 
     not very righteous in their passion . . . Luke 9:51-56
  -these 2 were both driven and ambitious . . . Matthew 20:20-21
James (the brother of John) 
 -was a natural leader— would become the 1st leader of the church 
      in Jerusalem .  .  . a job that would  end with his death 

       “About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged 
         to the church. 2 He killed James the brother of John with the sword,”    
  





Acts 12:1-2
  -I believe that it speaks volumes about him in 2 areas – 

(1) his personality     (2) his spirituality 
John, the brother of James
=the tradition is that John was in fact the youngest of the 12

=we know that he was the last of the 12 to die . . . lived to be an 

      old man (probably to his 90’s) . . . and was probably the only 

      one of the 12 to not be martyred

=known as the ‘beloved of Jesus’ (‘disciple whom Jesus loved’ – a 

      term of endearment that made him really stand out!)
(he is given the task of caring for Mary – John 19:25-27) . . . this 

        charge given to John will lead to the city of Ephesus being 

        associated with both John and Mary!

(a critical passage for John’s future in found in John 21—

“Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned back against him during the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?’  21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about this man?’ 22 Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!’ 23 So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?’  24This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we know that his testimony is true.”       John 21:20-24

The writing ministry of John—

-the Gospel of John    -The epistles of John   -book of Revelation 
“The Lord knew that the most powerful advocate of love would have to be a man who never compromised the truth. Otherwise his love would take him down the road of sentimentality and tolerance of error, a road traveled by very many who claim Christ.  There was love, but there was never equivocation on the truth . . . (John was) a lover of truth, a lover of God and a lover of men.”     J. MacArthur
