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“And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his

brother, and James and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 15and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.”          


Luke 6:13-16
We’ve been looking at this ‘band’ . . . the first Apostles==

    *Jesus called them to Himself from among the disciples 

    *He called them to ‘be with Him’ (Mark 3) – to learn of Him 

          and to learn from Him . . . long-term, hands-on, relational, 

          practical learning—and then…. 
    *He sent them out to disciple others – to represent Him
“For the most part they were common laboring men, probably having no professional training beyond the rudiments of knowledge necessary for their vocation. Perhaps a few of them came from families of some considerable means, such as the sons of Zebedee, but none of them could have been considered wealthy. They had no academic degrees in the arts and philosophies of their day…By any standard of sophisticated culture then and now they would surely be considered as a rather ragged aggregation of souls. One might wonder how Jesus could ever use them. They were impulsive, temperamental, easily offended, and had all the prejudices of their environment… Not the kind of group one would expect to win the world for Christ.”         Robert Coleman
(And yet— that’s precisely what they did!

(they were changed by grace through faith and were 

      available, flexible, teachable, dependable
Philip  
=we know very little about him

=the name, ‘Philip’ is Greek (‘lover of horses’)  
=he lived in Bethsaida (same as Peter and Andrew)

    -John 21 may indicate that he was also a fisherman
=What do we know about Philip?  
   -Matthew, Mark, and Luke all say nothing about him

   -Only John gives any info about Philip . . . and from what John    

       tells us, Philip is different— not at all like the 1st four

   -he’s always next to Nathanael (Bartholomew)— 

(4 References to Philip (like Andrew…all in John’s Gospel)—

John 1:43-46
    (Philip was a student of the Scripture
    (Philip was looking for Messiah!

John 6:4-7 

   (Philip is practical, pragmatic, analytical – worries
   (Philip had a firm grip on the impossible…like so many of us!
John 12:20-26
John 14:6-10 

   (Philip shows us the limits of practicality, materialism,   

        analytical thinking— 
Nathaniel (Bartholomew)
=only one passage in the NT features Nathaniel (John 1)
=Nathanael – ‘gift of God’ … Bartholomew (son of Tolmai)

=he is from the town of Cana in Galilee

    (brought to Jesus by Philip (the 2 are always linked together)  
=both Philip and Nathaniel were true believers in the true God 
=they desired the coming of Messiah 
*Nathanael is very Scripture oriented…he was a student of the OT

*He is willing to listen— ‘Come and see’

   -and he does . . . he has a prejudiced mind, but a hungry heart 
*He is honest and genuine and real! 

   “Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him and He said of him, ‘Behold, an 
      Israelite indeed in whom there is no guile.’”      John 1:47
  (Jesus was saying of Nathaniel – “Here is man who worships 
        the true and living God. Here’s the real deal!”  
Jesus goes on to tell Nathaniel – You ain’t seen nothing yet! 
