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“No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God,  21fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.  22That is why his faith was ‘counted to him as righteousness.’ ”
                           Romans 4:20-22
Before we move into Romans 5, I want to look at something Paul says in Romans 4:20 about Abraham’s faith— why Abraham really matters!
The Significance of Abraham

“No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God,  21fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.  22That is why his faith was ‘counted to him as righteousness.’ ”
                           Romans 4:20-22
=we know him as the fountainhead of Israel (a chosen people)—

   -a descendant of Noah through his son, Shem

   -the 1st person to be called a ‘Hebrew’
    -there are 3 monotheistic religions— Judaism, Christianity, 

           and Islam (Ishmael)— all 3 trace their origin to Abraham 

“Christians can converse intelligently about the latest automobiles, fashions, music, and sports, but too few give evidence of a deep understanding of their spiritual heritage. At best their grounding in Biblical soil is both shallow and shaky. Hence, they usually embrace an uncritical conformity to the prevailing spirit of today’s world. As children of Abraham, Christians should be asking, ‘What does it mean to claim spiritual kinship with Abraham and the Jewish people?’”
            Marvin Wilson, Our Father Abraham

The Strength of Abraham
“No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith….”



Romans 4:20
 -look closely at this verse— he grew strong in his faith….”
2 possible ways to translate this—

He was made strong IN faith— that is, his faith grew strong
“….but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God,…”    ESV

“….but (he) was strong in faith, giving glory to God…”     KJV

“….but (he) grew strong in faith, giving glory to God…”     NASB

He was made strong BY faith— that is, faith made him strong
 --Abraham’s strength came from God through faith
“….but (he) was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God…”   NIV
“….His faith made him strong, and he gave all the credit to God…”  CEV
*Do you grow in your faith OR does faith grow you?
Now— remember faith is . . . trust in God and His promises 
       despite our circumstances and evidence to the contrary 
The Secret of Abraham
“No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.”                 Romans 4:20-22
  (a strong faith is strong because it gives all glory to God!
What does it mean to ‘give glory to God?’

  =to give glory to God is to realize who He is

  =to give glory to God is to contemplate and meditate on His 
       attributes— what has He shown about Himself…

  =to glorify God is realize the truth of who He is and to worship 

       Him because of it

 “Everything about God is great, vast, incomparable. He never forgets, never fails, never falters, never forfeits his word. To every declaration of promise or prophecy the Lord has exactly adhered, every engagement or covenant or threatening he will make good…”       A.W. Pink

“‘Have faith in God,’ could be translated, ‘Hold on to the faithfulness of God.’”                     Hudson Taylor
