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Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 49:  War and Peace
Romans 5:1
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“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
                           
Romans 5:1
Romans is arguably the greatest book in Bible – it gives us:
 1-the clearest explanation of our sinful condition
 2-the most insightful exposition of the gospel of Jesus Christ
 3-the most profound description of the Christian life
 =not only does no one seek God— we actively oppose God!

 =the reality:  fallen man is at war with God
    “What else does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but 
      that there was once in man a true happiness, of which all that now 
      remains is the empty print and trace? This he tries in vain to fill 
      with everything around him, seeking in things that are not there the 
      help he cannot find in those that are, though none can help, since 
      this infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and immutable 
      object; in other words by God himself.”                    Pascal
With Romans 5, Paul shifts gears to show us the practical implication of ‘being justified by faith in Jesus’ (the amazing benefits to being ‘right with God’)
The Presupposition

=what Paul writes in Romans 5 hangs on 2 presuppositions:

  *justification by faith is the universal experience of all believers   

  *justification . . . is the permanent possession of every believer   

     “since we stand having been justified through faith” 

    =Perfect tense – emphasis on the on-going effect of an action 

          completed in the past
“…the Apostle is concerned primarily, from this point onwards, to show us the absolute character, the fullness and the finality of the salvation which comes to us in the way he has already described, namely, as the result of justification by faith…our salvation is absolute, complete and final . . . nothing can ever rob us of it . . . if we really see and believe this doctrine of justification by faith, and if we thus rest our faith upon Christ, our ultimate complete salvation is certain, is guaranteed, is absolute.”
Martin Lloyd-Jones
The Problem 
“Therefore since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”                    Romans 5:1
The Problem – no peace
             “They have healed the wound of my people lightly,
           saying, ‘Peace, peace, when there is no peace.”     Jeremiah 6:14

(for most people – peace means the absence of conflict

    -reality check:  the next conflict is around the corner… 

    -in human history— virtually every peace treaty is temporary
              Peace today is a temporary status because 
                            sin is a permanent reality!

Justification is linked to reconciliation!
 “You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they find their rest in you.”                  Augustine
The Priority  –  Peace with God
“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
                           
Romans 5:1   
 (Justification results in our experience of peace of God 
    --the righteousness that we need in order to stand before God, 
    --the righteousness . . .  in order to fellowship with God, 
    --the righteousness . . . order to be accepted by God –

    --the righteousness we need to cease the rebellion against God
         is provided to us in the gospel and is received by faith 
Peace with God is about a relationship…a standing before God!

  -the peace with God is itself a new relationship with Him!

   -no one can take it from you because God gives it to you    

   -it can’t be changed by circumstances
