M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
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Romans 5:3-5
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“Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
                           


Romans 5:3-5
     “Our suffering isn’t caused by the failure of crops; it’s all     

       part of life, like sparks shooting skyward.”    Eliphaz
   “Human life is fatally fragile and subject to forces beyond our power to 
      manage. Life is tragic.”       -Tim Keller
“No doubt Pain as God’s megaphone is a terrible instrument; it may lead to final and unrepented rebellion. But it gives the only opportunity the bad man can have for amendment. It removes the veil; it plants the flag of truth within the fortress of a rebel soul.”   C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain
    “Paul, you’ve lost your mind. How can you possibly rejoice 
        in suffering…in pain…in loss…in hardship…in death?”
Paul’s response: he shows us suffering in the light of the Cross-- 

Justification Enables Us to Rejoice in Present Suffering
“Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings…”        Romans 5:3
=because we’ve been justified….not only do we have peace with 
       God . . . but we can actually rejoice in life’s difficulties!
    -NOT, ‘We glory in spite of them…or we rejoice in the midst     

          of them… BUT, we exult in them (because of them)

There are 2 senses (aspects) to the word, ‘sufferings’— 

(1) Paul means anything that we suffer for the Lord Jesus Christ

     -the equivalent to Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:11
          “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 
             kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.”           Matthew 5:11

(2) The NT uses the term 'tribulation' in a far broader sense—
    -disease…death…dysfunctional relationships…disaster— all 

        of these fall under this category of ‘tribulation’

    -we are enabled to rejoice in this present suffering because 
        justification changes everything . . . 

       --justification declares that since God is for us, nothing can 
           be against us 

Justification Engages Suffering to Serve Sanctification
“Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,”



Romans 5:3-4 
=suffering becomes an instrument in God’s hands to further His 
      purposes in my life— to grow me… to change me… to 

      discipline me . . . to sanctify me

=Paul connects our tribulations (suffering…trials) with God 
     teaching us and growing us up in sanctification 
(The sufferings of life work together for good because they 
      promote our spiritual growth— that’s a radical thought~ 
5 stages of spiritual growth through suffering—
Step 1: Suffering 
     -God is not in the business of making it easy to get home! 

          “. . . through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”     
Acts 14:22
Step 2: Perseverance
    -perseverance (endurance – stick-to it-tiveness)

    -“to bear up under” something 

Step 3: Character
    -the word is used in the process of refining silver ore – turn 
           up the heat to burn off the impurities
Step 4: Hope

    -the confident expectation that I will not be disappointed 
Step 5: Assurance of God’s Love
“and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
                           


    


Romans 5:5
“There is no more important and no more subtle test of our profession of the Christian faith than the way we react to the trials and the troubles and the tribulations of life in this world. This is the acid test of a man’s profession of the Christian faith.” ML-J
