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“…hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
                           





Romans 5:5
   “A civilized society functions on the premise that its members have a 

      default pattern of reasonable behavior, the adherence to which 

      requires no coercion. There have always been those aberrant 

      miscreants who just can’t behave like everybody else. They   

      represent a threat to the edifice. That’s the point behind having a 
      sheriff, the stocks, the gallows, etc. In everyone else, the urge to 
      indecency is constrained by shame.”            
Tom Shackleford, Have You No Shame?
Shame— a painful emotion resulting from an awareness of 
      having done something dishonorable, unworthy, degrading;
      to feel shame is to feel disgrace or regret

       (2 key words:  disappointment . . .  embarrassment   
(Then as now— the culture seeks to shame Christians for either 

     not meeting cultural expectation OR proclaiming an exclusive, 

     culture shaming message… what message:  only one way!

(the message of the Gospel is not the standard of the world!

“Reasons for deliberating whether he ought to be ashamed of the gospel were as real in the lowliest house of worship of the Jews as they were in the Roman Forum. Their root lay in the message (Paul) came with, in what he called its ‘foolishness.’ That might tempt Christians anywhere to be ashamed. But Paul was not of that number.”






Anders Nygren
(Paul, here in Romans 5:5 – is talking about ‘shame’ in the 

      sense that the Gospel never lets you down— never brings you 

       to ruin; you will never be sorry that you believed— you will 

       never regret the cost of following Jesus!
      (‘No shame’ is a defining fruit of justification by faith!

When you look at your present sufferings in light of the future glory of God . . . you will never be disappointed— how so?

Paul gives us 3 answers— There is NO SHAME in the Gospel:

*because of the abundance of God’s love poured into us
   “and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured 
       into our hearts…”
   -Paul’s point here— 

     =God pours out His love on us (continual, a deluge)

     =from the moment of regeneration–that moment you believe    

         and stand ‘justified before God’— the initial outpouring of 

         His love becomes a permanent flood that overwhelms you!
*because of the presence of the Holy Spirit given to us
  “and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
    into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” 
                       





Romans 5:5
 “The Holy Spirit in us is in itself proof positive that God has started to work in us, and that He is concerned about our ultimate glorification. This is the same argument Paul uses in Philippians 1:6 . . . ‘that He who began a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.’ There is nothing more sure than that, as there is nothing more wonderful. If the Holy Spirit is in you, you know that God is concerned about you. He has started working in you: and if God starts, God will continue. God never begins a work and then drops it. As certainly as God begins, He continues, He will end it. It is an absolute certainty.”


Martin Lloyd-Jones

  (the presence of the Holy Spirit is proof that God has poured 
        out his love on you 

  (it is the Holy Spirit who continually reminds you of God’s 
        love for you and who kindles in you a love for God
*because of the suffering of Jesus for the Ungodly

“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”        Romans 5:6-8
=the objective proof that God loves His people IS the suffering of 
    Jesus Christ upon the cross for the ungodly 
