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“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. . .  God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
                           



Romans 5:6, 8
      See from His head, His hands, His feet,

               Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
       Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
              Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

      Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
                That were a present far too small;
       Love so amazing, so divine, 
                Demands my soul, my life, my all.





-Isaac Watts, When I Survey

How do I know that God loves me?  
There is NO SHAME (no disappointment) in the Gospel:

 *because of the abundance of God’s love poured into us
*because of the presence of the Holy Spirit given to us
*because of the suffering of Jesus for the Ungodly

No Greater Statement of the Love of God
“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.”                            Romans 5:6

=there simply is no greater statement on the love of God than this

     I am absolutely convinced that very few people really 

                      understand the love of God!

For while we were still weak
--Jesus didn’t die for good people! 
--Jesus died for sinners…for the ungodly…for us

--Paul says we were ‘weak’ (v. 6)  sick, ill, helpless— refers to 
       moral frailty not to physical weakness
--yet Jesus died to save this helpless, hopeless, hapless creature!

--what would possible compel such a sacrificial act— love!

At the right time 
--God acted at just the right time, at the appropriate time
--2 ways of looking at the time of Christ’s death are combined 
    here: 
    *he died at a time when we were still sinners

    *he died at a time that fit the purpose of God 
“What is this particular point of time? The answer is that this particular point in history was the point when it had been proved beyond any doubt that man was incapable of saving himself. It was the point in history when the Law that God had given to the Children of Israel had had a full opportunity of doing its work... ample time had been allowed to prove that ‘by the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified in His sight’ . . . the Children of Israel, who claimed that they had sufficient moral power to put the Law into practice and to save themselves . . . failed to do so.”     M. Lloyd-Jones
         “For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
           through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we  

           preach to save those who believe.”            I Corinthians 1:21
No Greater Surprise than the Nature of Christ’s Death

“For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”      Romans 5:7-8
*Christ died “on behalf of… in the place of” sinners— a 
     substitutionary atonement— bearing their punishment for 
     them and in their place 
*The surprising nature of the death of Jesus— He died as a 

      substitute for people who are unrighteous, ungodly and filled 
      with all the evil things set out in Romans 1:28-32
(Jesus’ death on the Cross is THE supreme manifestation of the   

       Love of God 
