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Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 55:  Adam One and Adam Two
(part 1: The Ruin of the Race)
Romans 5:12
Sunday, February 24, 2019
“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all.” 

Romans 5:12, 18b
“It is the fact that we are incorporated into Christ as we were once in Adam that finally guarantees our ultimate salvation. The man who is justified by faith is a man who in ‘in Christ’ and because he is there his final salvation is guaranteed.”   

Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Adam One and Adam Two (part 1: The Ruin of the Race)

“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— 13 sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come.”                             Romans 5:12-14

       “The Devil is wildly optimistic if he thinks he can make 
           human beings worse than they are.”       Karl Krauss
No matter how much the world changes or technology advances, one thing is constant— the inevitability of sin!

With Romans 5:12 Paul begins a new section which is, I believe, an expansion on / explanation of something he says in 5:10—
     “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death 
        of his Son much more, now that we are reconciled (we) shall be saved 
        by his life.”      Romans 5:10
   “For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God THROUGH 
     the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we 
     be saved BY his life.”       (NRSV)
      (we were reconciled (made right, justified) by…through 
            …on account of His death
      (we shall be saved in His life
(Paul shifts emphasis – our sinfulness because of the fact that   

     we are related to Adam— we are IN Adam!

“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man…”   (v. 12)
(Paul is saying here in Romans 5:12ff –  because we are in 
       Adam (our union with Adam)— 
        -you are descended from Adam

        -you’re descended from Adam ethically and morally

        -we act like Adam acted 
        -most significant:  Adam is our covenant head/representative  

POINT: You are either IN Adam 1 OR you are IN Adam 2

  =in Romans 5:12-21 Paul is showing us the significance of that 

          little statement in Romans 5:10 – ‘saved IN His life’
     -Adam 1 brought the Ruin of the Race
     -Adam 2 brings the Rescue of the Reprobate

(Paul is showing us just how serious our predicament is—

   -our problem is not just that we sin here and there

   -our problem is not that we make a mistake every now /then 
   -the problem is much worse – more pervasive, comprehensive, 
       deeper, than that 
Point 1: We Sin Because We are Sinners
“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.”    

                                                                                        Romans 5:12
=you are not a sinner because you sin . . . you sin because you are 

      a sinner— constitutionally, foundationally

=we are sinners by nature because we are united with Adam
  -we are by nature sinners [by nature children of wrath]
  -IN Adam 2 things are true—

       *I have inherited from Adam a sinful nature

       *because Adam is my representative, I have been implicated 
             in Adam’s sin— I am guilty in Him
