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Romans 5:15-19
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“But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought
justification. 17 For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.”             
Romans 5:15-17
  “The more we see and understand the nature of sin, and what 
    it has done to the human race, and to every individual man   

    without exception, the more we shall marvel at the wonder 
    of God’s exceeding and super abounding grace.”    
Martyn Lloyd-Jones
Adam One and Adam Two— The Ruin of the Rac
Point 1: We Sin Because We are Sinners
Point 2:  The Universal Presence of Sin Proves the Problem
Point 3: The Universal Reign of Death Confirms the Principle 
Part 2: The Rescue of the Reprobate (vv. 15-17)
 Adam as a TYPE of Christ— is a key for us to understand what 
      Paul is doing here in this passage—

  -a ‘type’ (tupos) – ‘to strike’ – we get the word ‘typing’- to 

          strike and leave an imprint

  -came to mean a pattern, pre-figuring, foreshadow, example
        =in the OT, from Moses to the Prophets, we see ‘types’—

           foreshadows and prefiguring of the coming Messiah

       =Adam is a ‘type’ – Jesus is the ‘anti-type’

           -in Adam we are ruined . . . in Christ we are rescued
           -Adam 1 brings death . . . Adam 2 (Christ) brings life

NOW— no sooner does Paul makes this statement that he feels the need to explain and clarify what he means—

  *he has just asserted a similarity – each is ‘head of a people’ –

        Adam is a foreshadowing in some ways of Jesus Christ

  *now he wants to explain the differences different from Adam       

Paul highlights 3 Distinctives / Disconnects that underscore the glory of the grace of the rescue of reprobates!

The Trespass and the Gift   (Romans 5:15) 
=Paul calls Adam’s act – a trespass . . . a transgression
=the word means “to go beyond the border”
   -that is what sin is . . .that’s what happened in Eden

      --God drew a line and said, “Don’t cross it.” 
      --Adam said, ‘Watch me!’ – and deliberately crossed the line =By contrast— Jesus’ act was all grace – a gift of grace

(The free gift is not like the transgression (trespass)!
   
Condemnation and Justification   (Romans 5:16)
=the first discontinuity:  God’s justice and God’s grace 
=the 2nd discontinuity:  condemnation and justification

   -the sin of one brings death to all— it brings condemnation

          (which is deserved!)

   -the death of the One brings life to all— justification

          (which is NOT deserved)

The Reign of Death and the Reign of Life   (Romans 5:17)
=One man’s sin (Adam’s sin) led to the reign of death 
=One man’s death (Jesus’ death) leads to the reign of life

(Here’s the KEY…the real ‘surprise—

      ‘. . . those who receive the abundance of grace. . .’
  -the work of Christ in dying for us did not merely restore us to 

       the position in which Adam stood before the Fall . . .

  -it carries us beyond that!

    “Those redeemed by the death of Christ are not merely 

      recovered from the fall, but made to reign through Jesus 

      Christ, to which they had no title in Adam’s ‘communion.”
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