M.B.C. NOTES
Romans:  Not Ashamed!
Part 46: The Best Christmas Gift
Romans 4:13-17
Sunday, December 23, 2018
“For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith.”
               





Romans 4:13
We’re looking at the question of questions--

                    ‘How can a man be right with God? ‘
When you talk about or think about Christmas I hope you give some thought to not only what Christmas really is…. But WHY Christmas?
    (Christmas is about the birth of the ‘Christ”… 
    (that is, the central focus of Christmas is Jesus Christ— THE 

         Greatest Christmas Gift!

Romans helps us to understand this—  

=Paul sets forth the truth of the gospel focusing on justification 
    and explaining the GIFT of justification by grace through faith 
Abraham was saved— 
  *by faith and not by works (4:1-8)
  *by faith and not by ritual (circumcision) 4:9-12

  *by faith and not by rules (by keeping the law) 4:13-17
Why the Law Can’t Save You (Why Rules Won’t Work)
“For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith.
14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 
the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.”     Romans 4:13-15  
Paul’s POINT:   when God gave the promise to Abraham, it had
         nothing to do with the law given to Moses 500 years later! 
(The promise made to Abraham was not contingent on keeping 
      the law, it was through the ‘righteousness that comes by faith’   
If we are justified by keeping the Law, if rules make us right—
(1) Faith is useless (v. 14a) 
  ‘For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null…’
   -that’s because faith and law are mutually exclusive –

(2) The promise becomes worthless (v. 14b) 
‘… if … adherents of the law who are to be the heirs… the promise is void.’ 
  -if you can earn it by ‘being good’ – by your own efforts…then 

      the promise is worthless— no promise is needed  
(3) We are hopeless (v. 15) 
‘the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.’  

“The law pin-points sin and therefore aggravates it; and thereby it works wrath.”          Martin Lloyd-Jones

What Faith Does What Law Can Never Do
Faith does 4 things that the law could never do— 
(1) Faith confirms grace 
“That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace…”                    (v. 16a)

(2) Faith promotes certainty (assurance) (v. 16)
“That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,”    

(3) Faith opens the door of salvation to everyone 
“. . . also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,  17as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’” 16b-17a

 (4) Faith rests on the Character of God
“… as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. ”                   Romans 4:16-17 

(The law can never save because it can’t change human nature!    

(Faith saves because it rests on the God who has the power to
     change you from the inside out 
