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“(Abraham was) fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 That is why his faith was ‘counted to him as righteousness.’ 
23But the words ‘it was counted to him’ were not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also.  It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.”            
Romans 4:21-25
(these last verses of Romans 4 are in essence a summation of all 
    that Paul’s been arguing since Rom 3:21— that we are 
    justified by faith alone
     =the one dominant word— the one Paul emphasizes as he 
         continues his case study of Abraham as the prime example 
          of what it means to be justified by God  – is ‘faith’

Paul isn’t quite done . . . there’s one final thing to do—

  -Paul needs to show beyond all doubt just WHY Abraham is 
      the definitive example (illustration) of justifying faith    
  -Paul wants us to see that Abraham answers the question—   

      What must I do to be saved? 
What is Faith? (vv. 18-22)
(What is faith?
   -there is this innate fallacy that many hold – that faith and 

        reason are mutually exclusive!

(Are faith and reason opposites?

“The description of faith as ‘reasonable’ comes as a surprise to many people, since they have always supposed that faith and reason were alternative means of grasping reality, and mutually incompatible. Is not faith a synonym for credulity and even superstition? Is it not an excuse for irrationality, for what Bertrand Russell called ‘a conviction which cannot be shaken by contrary evidence?’ NO! Although, to be sure, faith goes beyond reason, it always has a firmly rational basis.”     
John Stott

=Faith is trusting a person – the more reliable the person, the 

     more reasonable the faith!

=Faith (Biblical, saving faith) – is trust in God and His promises 
       despite our circumstances and evidence to the contrary 
   -look at v. 18—

     “In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of   

        many nations, as he had been told, ‘So shall your offspring be.’ 
     --he specifically believed God’s covenant promise 
Believing God is reasonable regardless of circumstance!

*NOW— Here’s where this gets real for you and for me—

  -we are in precisely the same situation that Abraham is in

  -we are sinners with no human hope of forgiveness
  -Humanly speaking— forgiveness is an impossibility~ there 
           simply is no way to pay the debt of sin!

*My hope is in God’s grace and the forgiveness made possible by Jesus Christ alone! I have to believe God, trust God, hold to the promise that He has made, that He will forgive because of Jesus!
What About Doubt?
19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered
the barrenness of Sarah's womb. 20 No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God,”                                  
Romans 4:19-20
  *yet he did not weaken in faith . . . nor waver in unbelief

  *he looked reality square in the eye, and still believed God! 
Abraham Trusted in God
(Abraham acted on that faith . . . and grew stronger in faith!
(Faith rests on God’s promise – it is realized in God’s power –   

      and results in God’s purpose

- 
What does Abraham have to do with me?  (Romans 4:23-25)
=Abraham’s story of justification by faith was written for us!
=The same God who credited faith to Abraham as righteousness will credit righteousness to you IF you believe in the One who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead— Jesus who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.”                  
