M.B.C. NOTES
LUKE
Part 43:  The Lesser, the Zealot, and the Man with 3 Names
Luke 6:12 - 16
Wednesday, January 16, 2019

“And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom he named Peter, and Andrew his

brother, and James and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 15and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.”          


Luke 6:13-16
    “I believe that the first test of a truly great man is his humility. I don't 
       mean by humility, doubt of his power. But really great men have a 
       curious feeling that the greatness is not of them, but through them. 
      And they see something divine in every other man and are endlessly, 
      foolishly, incredibly merciful.”                John Rushkin
=Moses has learned a lesson many never learn— it’s humbling to 
       recognize that God is more responsible for the achievements 
       of our lives than we are

James the son of Alphaeus (James the lesser)
=remember the 3 James’—
   -James the Greater – James,son of Zebedee (bro. of John)

   -James the Lesser – this James (son of Alphaeus)— known as 

         ‘the Lesser’ because of his ‘lesser prominence’

   -James the Just – brother of Jesus, pastor at Jerusalem

There is one reference in Mark 15 – the scene of the cross…

     “There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom 
         were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger 
         and of Joses, and Salome.”  Mark 15:40
   -‘James the mikros,’ – James the micro (smaller /younger/ less)
(Church tradition— tells us, that he was sent after Pentecost to 
        Persia to preach the Gospel to what today is modern Iran

    -was rejected and crucified for his faithfulness to Christ
=one interesting and puzzling reference:

   “He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, 
      and he was teaching them. 14 And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of   

      Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he 
      rose and followed him.”    Mark 2:13-14

  -was this James the brother of Matthew (Levi)? 
Simon (the Zealot) 
 “…Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.”   Matthew 10:a-4 (KJV)
=both Matthew and Mark identify him as Simon the cananean
 -not as in ‘the land of Canaan’ …but the Greek, Cananios, from 
     the Hebrew word, qanah – ‘to be jealous, passionate, zealous’

 -used in Hebrew of those who were passionate and zealous for 
      the law of God  
 -Luke uses a different word – Zelotes = ‘zeal’ 
     -these words were used to identify those who were a member 

        of a jealous, radical, zealous party among the Jews
-There were 4 major religious parties in the 1st century—    

     *Pharisees   *Sadducees   *Essenes    *Zealotes

         ‘Be zealous for the Law and give your lives for the covenant.’   
                                                                             I Maccabees 2:30

      -not unlike Islamic Jihadists

      -assassins… political terrorists…extremists 
Simon was one of these guys!

=Eusebius says he preached in the British Isles, Egypt and Africa

=was martyred by being sawed in half  
Judas, the son of James  
=Jerome called him trinominus, the man with three names  
     -Judas was his birth name – ‘Jehovah leads’ 
    -Thaddaeus – Hebrew root – ‘nursing breast’  
    -Lebbaeus – Heb: ‘heart child’ – tender-hearted. compassionate, 
        gentle but courageous 
“Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?”         John 14:22
=was clubbed to death
