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“And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: . . . and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.”          


Luke 6:13-16
‘How could there be a Judas . . . how could he do what he did?’
  What makes Judas such a wretched figure is the fact that for 

  more than 3 years— he was under the direct influence of 
  Jesus Christ . . . it wasn’t until the night of the Last Supper
  that he completely gave himself over to the evil one—

     “So that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, ‘Lord, who is 
     it?’ 26 Jesus answered, ‘It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when 
     I have dipped it.’ So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the 
     son of Simon Iscariot. 27 Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered 
     into him.”    John 13:25-27 

   -In all lists of the apostles, Matthew, Mark, Luke – he is last 
   -He is excluded completely from the list in Acts 1  
   -he is always mentioned by name with a statement – ‘the one 

      who betrayed Jesus . . . the Betrayer… the Traitor’

(there are some 40 references in the NT to the betrayal of Jesus  

     -in each one, there is some implication of Judas’ incredible sin 
     -Judas is always painted as a willful sinner . . . he willfully, 

         chose his path of iniquity—

     -he  is never painted as a victim of destiny or sovereign choice 
         by God for which he had absolutely no control—

     -Scripture portrays Judas as completely culpable 
The Name—

“. . .and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.”      Luke 6:16b

=the name, ‘Judas’ in and of itself is a good name!

=it's the Greek form of the name ‘Judah’ – ‘YHWH leads’

=Iscariot – tells us where he is from – , ish- keriotu – ‘man’ of

     Kerioth (from Kerioth)  
=John 6:71 – tells us he was the son of Simon  

  -Kerioth was not in Galilee . . . it was in Judea – meaning that 

      Judas was the only one of the 12 NOT from Galilee— Judas 

      was an ‘outsider’ (not like the others)
The Notoriety (or Notorious one)

“. . . who became a traitor.”      Luke 6:16b
(How in the world did he ever end up as an apostle?  
(How did it happen?  
(Was Jesus blind-sided by the guy? Did He not know?
“Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.”     
  





John 2:23-25

=why did He make him an apostle? 

  (that’s a question of Divine purpose and sovereignty

  (Judas has a part to play in the God’s redemptive plans

      -he doesn’t know that . . . but Jesus does!

      -the other 11 are clueless . . . they accept him as one of them

=so what happened— 2 main issues with Judas:

   *he has a greed problem (avarice)

   *he misunderstood Messiah
(there is no contradiction between the prophetic and the practical 
(Just because it's prophesied and fits into the purpose of God, 
       and God is determined that Judas will be the traitor, it does 
       not exonerate the traitor! 
(Judas is still responsible

The ultimate notorious –

“. . . not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.”     John 17:9-12

-Judas is called ‘the son of perdition (destruction)’

-Only one other is given that label— Antichrist   2 Thess 2:3-4 
=Luther translated it as ‘the lost child’ –  his nature was lostness, 
  -his essential character was destruction— utter lostness
