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“And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said: ‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

22Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! 23Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets’.”          

Luke 6:20-23
  =Luke notes at least 3 distinct groups here—
     *Jesus came down with them – the 12

     *a great crowd of His disciples

     *a great multitude of people

        -this ‘multitude’ – consisted of the curious, the uncommitted, 
             the inquisitive (not disciples)

=Luke also gives us 2 distinct attractions—

       (v. 18) says the large crowd came to hear Him and to be 

                      healed by Him
Jesus’ topic on this occasion— a ministry defining occasion for 

     these 12 men: what it takes to be blessed . . . or we could say 

     the measure of true happiness
      =to be blessed — or the way you measure true happiness is 
            different for believers and non-believers (for those of the 

            Kingdom and those of the world)
To be blessed –blessedness – blessing is a theological concept

  -makarioi –  ‘most favored’ –  the most beneficial condition

  -to be blessed is to experience the favor of God . . . it is to

      be truly, deeply, everlastingly favored by God 
  -it is to know deep, true, real happiness because of the blessing 
     of God (doesn’t get any better than that!
(But the kind of happiness that He is talking about is different 
      from the kind of happiness that the world is talking about

(What Jesus says here in Luke 6:20ff – is a bit shocking 
“Now to the average person that sounds crazy.  Since when are poverty, hunger, sorrow and rejection a blessing?  And since when are riches,
satisfaction, happiness and popularity a curse?  I mean, basically everybody in the world lives their lives to turn poverty into riches, hunger into satis-faction, sorrow into happiness and rejection into popularity.  But that is precisely the point, isn’t it?  The world and all its thinking is exactly opposite
the truth.  That’s why the apostle Paul said, in 1 Corinthians chapter 1, that the wisdom of God is foolishness with men and the wisdom of men is foolishness with God.  Romans 1, Paul said man professes himself to be wise, but in fact he is a moron.  That’s the Greek.  It isn’t again that Christianity adds something to man’s brilliance; it replaces it.”     
John MacArthur
Not my kind of ‘happiness’— remember, this is a mixed group

  -disciples (People on the way to knowing Christ)

  -Apostles (people who know Christ) 
  -masses (neutral, some moving away from Him – not willing to 
      make the commitment)

This audience is not unlike the average church today!

“Happy is what happens when all your dreams come true…Isn't it?”    -Glenda the Good Witch, Wicked

(Jesus is the only treasure that can't be taken away from you (that’s what we do when we gather to worship— we’re 

         preparing to face the day when Jesus is all we have!

The Contrast – ‘woe’ = an expression of regret, ‘how terrible’

=Jesus’ sermon leads to a crossroad . . . we must either decide 

      whether to pursue the wide path  of the world’s values or the 

      narrow path of Christ’s values . . . we either reach for 

      immediate gratification or for ultimate glorification
=it’s not an easy decision because consequences follow
