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“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.”          






Luke 6:27-28
Nothing Jesus said was more convicting or controversial than 

the words we come to tonight in Luke 6:27ff

       -love your enemies!    
       -do good to those who hate you!

       -bless those who curse you   
       -pray for those who abuse you
=how do you respond to that?

“Our only hope for loving our enemy is to be a new creation in Christ. And our only hope for being a new creation in Christ is to be reconciled to God through the death of His Son . . . the only hope that we might love our enemy is that God loved us when we were His enemy.”               John Piper, Love Your Enemies
(Reality check— our normal setting (our default setting) as 

       fallen creatures is the exact opposite of what Jesus is saying 

       here!

   =deeply ingrained in every one of us is the tendency to be nice 
        to those who are nice to us – to do to others AS they do to us!

A Radical Command   (Luke 6:27-30)
Jesus doesn’t leave us to guess at what He means— 

     *Do good to those who hate you – meaning, your actions 
     *Bless those who curse you – meaning your speech 
     *Pray for those who abuse you – 
A Relevant Question –  “How can I possibly do this?” 
“But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”                 Luke 6:35-36

2 things in particular that are necessary— 
*A Redemptive Inclination – Love your enemies and do good, and 
      lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be 
      great  (v. 35)
         (Jesus is saying, give anyway and I will give you what 
                     you need!

“Choices will continually be necessary and -- let us not forget -- possible. Obedience to God is always possible. It is a deadly error to fall into the notion that when feelings are extremely strong we can do nothing but act on them.” 
                      ― Elisabeth Elliot, Discipline: The Glad Surrender
*A Necessary Imitation – Be merciful even as your Father is    

     merciful (v. 35b-36)

      POINT:  God, in Jesus Christ, through the Gospel, has already 
            given you a gift of grace that you did not deserve that is 
            enough to fill your soul with joy so that you’re able to love 
            those who will not give back to you!
    “You have heard it said love your neighbor and hate your enemy…”






Matthew 5:43 

  (‘You have heard it said” – introduces a rabbinical tradition

“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him. 18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.”         Leviticus 19:17-18

 =they had narrowed ‘neighbor’ down to somebody who treated 
      you in a harmless way, who agreed with you on everything
 =a Jew who agreed with you about everything
  =And if you were outside that definition, they had a right to hate 
       you 
(true Christians are known by two things:  
    *how they hate sin, mostly in themselves, and 
    *how they love others  
