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“For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit,
44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.”          



Luke 6:43-45
   -what is the best test of discipleship?

   -how do I know that I’m really following Jesus?

        --is it some subjective feeling or experience, OR

        --is there a more objective verification?

The definitive answer to the best test of discipleship is obedience
(my practice of faith more than my profession of faith)
   -IF you’ve experienced the Gospel (saved sinner), if you really    

       understand it— it will impact the way you treat those who are 
       wrong . . . those who have not experienced the Gospel …or 
       perhaps even an immature brother/sister

Jesus continues with an illustration to that effect . . .
(v. 39) – a parable 
     “He also told them a parable: ‘Can a blind man lead a blind man? 
       Will they not both fall into a pit?”            Luke 6:39

(v. 40) – a proclamation
       “A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully 
        trained will be like his teacher.”      Luke 6:40

 (v. 41-42) – a provocation
   *Don’t be a hypocrite!
  *Don’t judge someone for the same thing you ignore in your life!

  *Don’t condemn someone when you ignore the very same thing 
        In your own life!

And with this parable, proclamation, and provocation – Jesus takes us to the real issue at heart . . . which is the heart itself!

 (Jesus is pointing this massive crowd to some enlightening truth!

 (a disciple is discernable by HOW he lives!

 (a disciple lives by the Word . . . a true disciple bears out the 
     truth that he’s a disciple of Jesus, not just by what he claims, 
     but by what he does!
    =how he chooses to live and treat people

    =how he responds to the trials of this life
   “For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear 
    good fruit, 44 for each tree is known by its own fruit…”      6:43-44a
    =it is easy to claim to be a disciple 
    =it is easy to profess to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
    =BUT— how do you know who is and who isn't? 
         -Jesus’ answer — their fruit!

-Matthew 12 :50  “Whoever does the will of My Father is My brother and sister 
                                   and mother.” 

-Luke 11:28? “Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and observe it.” 

-John 13:17   “If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.” 

-John 14:15   “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” 

-John 14:24    “He who does not love Me, does not keep My words.” 

-1 John 2:3      “We know that we have come to know Him if we keep His 
                              commandments.”
If I am a disciple of Jesus, I will live my life on His Word!

And by my fruit, you will know what (whose) I am!
      “. . . For figs are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor are grapes picked 
         from a bramble bush. 45 The good person out of the good treasure of his 
         heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure 
         produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.”          



                    Luke 6:44b-45
 “Every person is like a tree and according to the divine laws of spiritual horti-culture, we all produce the kind of fruit that is in our hearts to grow. The heart is the center of a person’s being— the real you as you really are . . . There is a real organic connection between the people we are in the inside and the lives that we lead out in the world. Whatever fruit we produce is— whether good or evil— is rooted in the true condition of our souls. . . what we say and what we do IS the people that we are.”                                            P.G. Ryken
