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6And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to him, ‘Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof.7 Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my servant be healed.’”              Luke 7:6-7
The Setting of the Story   (Luke 7:1-5)
=Jesus finished the Sermon of the Plain

=He and the Apostles leave and come into Capernaum

=there happens to be a Roman centurion stationed there

(What is a Roman centurion?

     -a centurion is a Roman military officer
     -a Centurion commanded a ‘century’ of men – he was in 

         charge of 100 men (more frequently, it was 60-80 men)

    -the Roman centurion was the backbone of the Roman army—

       they were loyal, courageous, strong, proven  
   -they led by command and by example . . . the best of the best in 

      the pagan world!

 “. . . men who can command, steady in action, and reliable . . . when hard pressed they must be ready to hold their ground and die at their posts.”

Polybius
An interesting detail about these men—

     -their company of men was essentially their family— a 

        centurion couldn't get married because you were dispatched 

        to the corners of the empire (sometimes for 20 years) 
    -so often, a centurion got very close to his servants (they were 
         Frequently the only family a centurion had!)
The twist— the Jewish elders in Capernaum LIKE this centurion
     “When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, 
        asking him to come and heal his servant.  4And when they came to Jesus, 
        they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, ‘He is worthy to have you do this 
        for him…”

Luke 7:3-4
 (Let this sink in!
 (this Roman centurion . . . this ‘enemy of Israel’… this pagan 

           Gentile—had paid to build their synagogue! 
 (that would be like an atheist donating to our building fund!

The Faith of a Centurion
(Luke 7:6-10)
=when these Jewish elders come to Jesus and they tell Him about 

       this Roman centurion… they actually intercede for him!
=Jesus’ response—  “Well, I'm going to go to his house!” 
  -this was very much unexpected

  -simple truth:  A Jewish Rabbi would NEVER go to the house of

      any Gentile (would make him unclean!) 

    Luke is adding further evidence that Jesus is Messiah by 

    showing that He fulfills prophecy— specifically, the 
    prophecy that says Messiah will bring the  nations to the 
   Temple of God

“ Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord say,
    ‘The Lord will surely separate me from his people’ . . .
6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to 
     love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps 
     the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my covenant—
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house 
     of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on 
     my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all 

     peoples.’”



Isaiah 56:1, 6-7
=Messiah will bring in the nations to the worship of the true God =Luke gives us a glimpse of how Jesus is going to the Gentiles!

Notice—

   =the Jewish elders had one opinion of Jesus— the Gentile 

           centurion is worthy of you
   =the Centurion had a different opinion of Jesus—

       “And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the 
         centurion sent friends, saying to him, ‘Lord, do not trouble yourself, 
         for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof.’”    Luke 7:6
(Jesus confirms the man’s faith— (vv. 9)

“When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, said, ‘I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.’”
