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Romans: Not Ashamed!

Part 61: The Game Changer
Romans 6:1-4
April 21, 2019
“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”            
Romans 6:1-4
Easter Sunday is about the declaration that . . .

    -Jesus has overcome death

    -that the grave has been overwhelmed

    -that victory is won . . . He is risen!

There is no more important message in all of human history than the message of the Resurrection of Jesus . . . and there is no greater implication for you or me either!
  =the heart of that Gospel message is tied to the Risen Christ—
         “He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 
            appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
            God.”                                                                           Acts 1:3

  =Easter itself IS the declaration, the celebration of the centrality 

       of that event that changed everything— the Resurrection of 

       Jesus!

  =it is one thing to say, ‘I believe in the Resurrection of Jesus’

  =it’s another thing entirely to know HOW it applies to you and 

        to understand that it has implications for HOW I live
If where sin increases, grace abounds all the more, then why not sin more so that we can have more grace? 
“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?”


Romans 6:1
Why is the resurrection so important? 
*It proved who Jesus claimed to be— Messiah, Son of the Living 
        God, the Savior of the World, the Lamb of God who comes 
        to take away the sins of the world

*It proved that His supreme offering for sin had been received 
        and accepted by God the Father; and thus, we, too, were 
        accepted as that offering was accepted

*Not only is the resurrection of Jesus Christ the source of our 
      justification (our being made right with God)— it is also the 

      source of our sanctification
The Resurrection changes the way you live!
The Resurrection is THE Game-Changer!

Let me give you 2 quick statements to illustrate the Resurrection as the Game Changer of My Life—

To Willfully Continue in Sin Is to Contradict Grace 
“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?”                       
Romans 6:1-2
    -before Jesus:  You were dead IN sin

    -after Jesus:  You are dead TO sin 

(A Christian is a person who has died to sin – 

      -continuing in sin, living in sin contradicts who we are 
      -it contradicts Grace and the purposes of God’s grace
To Identify with Christ Is to Die to the Old and Live Anew

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?”            Romans 6:3
=baptism— has 2 significant meanings—

     *the act itself – immersion in water
     *the symbolism – death, burial, resurrection pointing to 

           Identification with the death, burial, resurrection of Jesus
To submit to baptism is to identify with Jesus and all that He did!

(You were dead in sin… but here comes the game-changer—   

        new life by the resurrection of Jesus Christ!
