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“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?”            
Romans 6:1-2
 ‘How can we who died to sin still live in it?’    

 =this idea of ‘death to sin’ is fundamental to this 6th chapter so 

      in order to understand the chapter— we must understand this 

      2nd verse  . . . “we who died to sin”

 =not only is it key to this chapter . . . it is key to understanding 

        Paul’s teaching on sanctification in Romans

           Sanctification is a simply a big word for ‘living the 
     Christian life’ or living a ‘holy life’ (practical righteousness)
(how important is ‘holiness’ in a Christian’s life?
         “Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which 
           no one will see the Lord.”       Hebrews 12:14
        Before Christ – we were dead IN sin (Eph 2:1) – we were 

                            ‘spiritually unresponsive – dead’ – we didn’t 

                              want God…didn’t seek God…’

        After Christ (in Christ) – we are dead TO sin (Rom 6:2) 

What does Paul mean by ‘dead TO sin’?

4 Major Proposals that are wrong—

1-does it mean that we are no longer tempted by sin or that sin

      no longer has an appeal to us? No – I’m tempted daily!

2-does it mean that we are now ‘sinless’ . . . because I’m now     

      ‘justified’ (declared righteous in Christ) I no longer sin? NO

3-does it mean we enter a process of sinning less… does Paul 

       mean that we are in the process of dying to sin?  NO
 4-does Paul mean that since Jesus paid the penalty of sin that we 

      are no longer guilty . . . we have died to sin’s guilt? NO
3 Essentials to Answering that Question:
Paul’s Continued Emphasis on Corporate Identity

=Never overlook or under estimate the power of a PRONOUN!

=Here in Romans 6 – Paul uses the pronoun ‘we’ emphatically
=POINT:  He is calling attention to our identity – ‘who’ we are

 “. . . the whole emphasis is on our uniqueness, our special, position,
 we ‘being what we are’. This is what makes the question of verse 1 unthinkable . . . the real trouble with Christian people who do not understand the doctrine of justification by grace through faith is that 
they do not realize who and what they are.”      Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Paul’s Careful Use of Verb Tense

“. . . How can we who died to sin still live in it?” 
 -the verb ‘to die’ is an Aorist tense verb – simple action 

       competed in the past . . . ‘died’ points to an action completed 

       in the past – ‘we who died’ – 

Paul’s Specific Intent in Communicating Detail

=Paul repeats this phrase 3x in Romans 6:

‘How can we who died to sin still live in it?’   (v. 2)

‘For the death he died he died to sin, once for all…’   (v. 10)

‘So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 
      Christ Jesus.’       (v. 11)
  -the KEY:  what does it mean that Jesus ‘died to sin’?

  -HOW did Jesus ‘die TO sin’?

   1=Paul does not say that Jesus died FOR our sin 

         ‘For the death he died he died to sin, once for all…’   (v. 10)

   2=Paul says the death He died to sin was ‘once for all’ (v. 10)
       “For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives 
          he lives to God.”           Romans 6:10 

     -Jesus did not sin . . .but He did have a relationship TO sin
     -He came to identify with us in our sin – to become our 

         substitute and pat the debt of sin

As a result of our union with Christ in His death and resurrection the old life of sin in Adam is now in the past for us. We can never go back to it. We have been brought from that old life, the end of which was death, into a new life which is righteousness. We MUST embrace this truth and live for righteousness. We must live the truth!
