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Romans: Not Ashamed!

Part 63: In Christ Alone
Romans 6:3-10
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“. . . How can we who died to sin still live in it? . . .  For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”                        Romans 6:2, 5
“In Christ alone, who took on flesh,  Fullness of God in helpless Babe
This gift of love and righteousness,  Scorned by the ones He came to save
'Til on that cross as Jesus died,  The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid,  Here in the death of Christ I live.”






-Stuart Townsend

“The notion of divine justice and wrath are not popular in certain sectors of the professing Christian world today. If nothing else, this betrays how weak in the minds of such folk is the doctrine of inspiration and the functional authority of Scripture. For if Scripture is indeed the Word of God written, infallible for all life and belief, then divine wrath must be embraced, as uncomfortable for some as that may be.”   
                Sam Storms, ‘Can a God Without Wrath Be Good?’ (Feb 10, 2014) 
   ‘If I sin, it is covered by the grace of God. Therefore, my sin 
     doesn’t really matter very much because I know God will 
     forgive me no matter what I do. . .I can get angry, be bitter, 
     refuse to forgive . . . be hostile and upset … cheat, steal— 
     doesn’t matter because I know God still loves me and He will 

     forgive me!!!
       -this kind of thinking is not Biblical!

       -this is actually abusing the grace of God!
     Who I am IN CHRIST will define how I live FOR Christ!
Remember how Paul started this challenge— 
The Principle Introduced by a Provocative Question
“How can we who died to sin still live in it?”
Romans 6:2
=the principle is simple and straightforward— ‘In Christ, you are 

     dead to sin’

   -before conversion (BC) you were dead IN sin

   -after deliverance (AD) you are dead TO sin
(We’ve ‘died to sin’ means we can no longer live in sin!
“There is nothing, perhaps, in the whole range and realm of doctrine which, if properly grasped and understood, gives greater assurance, greater comfort, and greater hope than this doctrine of our union with Christ.”     


Martin Lloyd-Jones

The Principle Explained by a Prominent Picture
“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”             Romans 6:3-5 
Union with Christ is in essence a radical identification with Christ!
-the key is knowing who you are in Christ . . . 

                  knowing what happened to you when you were 

                     justified (when you were saved)
 -Paul’s entire doctrine of the Christian life hangs on the truth that 
     we died (past tense) to sin . . .  if you are a believer, you have 
     already died to sin . . . it’s a past event, an accomplished fact. 
 -Paul takes this principle (this precept) . . . and ties it to the      

      prominent picture of — baptism
     -he is not speaking of baptism as a physical act

     -he is using the word in its metaphorical sense— identification 

          with . . .emphasizing change as a result
     -this is what Paul is getting at . . . this is his explanation of 
          what it means to ‘die to sin’— we ‘die to sin’ in our   

          identification with  (our being baptized with Christ)— 

          -in Christ there is a permanent change!

          -we identify with His death as He dies TO sin

           -we have been taken out of one state (in Adam) and placed 
             into another state (in Christ)— and in that state…
             ‘And as He stands in victory,   Sin's curse has lost its grip on me’
