M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!

Part 64: Dead and Alive: The Fight of Your Life (part 1)
Romans 6:6-12
May 12, 2019
“For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.”                        

Romans 6:10-12
“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”
Galatians 2:20
 (as a Christian , a Believer, a follower of Jesus— you are in 

     fact BOTH – Dead AND Alive!    
  -In Adam, you were:  Dead to Jesus (spiritual) AND alive to sin
  -But In Christ, you are:  Dead to Sin AND alive to God in Christ
    “Thanks to processes which we set at work in them centuries 

      ago, they find it all but impossible to believe in the unfamiliar 

      while the familiar is before their eyes.”        Screwtape
The strategy of distraction . . . dangle the familiar, the material    

      before his eyes so that he never sees the unfamiliar
        We are much too content with so little content that we 
                      do not grow in faith as we should!
Romans 6 – 8 is all about the doctrine of our Union with Christ
   -specifically how a Believer is transferred from the kingdom 
              of darkness to the kingdom of light…

   -how I have moved from being IN Adam to being IN Christ

   -and how being IN Christ changes how I see sin…how I live

   -the fight of my life   ‘How can the one who died to sin still live in it?’
(We’ve ‘died to sin’ means we can no longer live in sin!
=he doesn’t say we never sin . . . but that we cannot live in sin

=it means seeing and wrestling with the unfamiliar—

   -and that is a bigger issue than we realize!!!

 If you don’t think of yourself fundamentally as someone who is ‘in Christ’, then you have misread the New Testament perspective of what it means to be a Christian.        Sinclair Ferguson
3 Steps to living Dead and Alive—

    *we must understand who we are (what does Identified with 

          Christ mean)    FOUNDATION
    *we have to believe it— accept the truth— live by FAITH 

    *we have to yield to the truth— FIGHT the fight of your life!

Revisiting the Foundation (vv. 5-10)
“For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”                    Romans 6:5
When I come to faith in Jesus Christ, 2 definitive things happen: 
  *we died to sin— were united with Him in a death like His

  *we were/will be raised to life—united in a resurrection like His

The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ are not only historical facts and significant doctrines, they are also personal experiences since through faith (baptism-identification) we share in them ourselves!   [This is the foundation of ‘Dead and Alive’]
Paul amplifies the ‘we died to sin’ part— Romans 6:6-7
Paul amplifies the ‘we were raised to life’ part – Romans 6:8-9 
“The real problem with man is not physical pain but spiritual pride and rebellion. God’s goal is not to make us comfortable. He wants to teach us to hate our transgressions as He grows our love for Him. God wants us to hate our sin as much as He does… exposing sin is more important to God than relieving human suffering, even unthinkable suffering . . . for the last 50 years in my wheelchair, I’ve been daily dying to self and rising with Jesus, dying to self and rising with Jesus, dying to self and rising with Jesus. My goal is to mortify my fleshly desires, so I might find myself in Christ.”                                Joni Eareckson-Tada
