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Romans: Not Ashamed!

Part 65: Dead and Alive: The Fight of Your Life (part 2)
Romans 6:6-12
May 19, 2019
“For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.”                        

Romans 6:10-12
“. . . in the Bible Belt, many people think they’re Christians but have no concept of the severity of sin, necessity of repentance, message of grace, or the overall message of the gospel. They think they’re just fine with God and God is fine with them because they aren’t atheists and have been to church before as a kid. It’s almost like you have to help them get lost so they can actually be saved. They believe in God but do not believe their sin has done anything to separate them from him or to need the Jesus they claim to believe in . . . Mainstream cultural Christians aren’t wrapped up in promoting some kind of gospel message. They are simply trying to be nice to others, pursue their idea of personal happiness, pray when something bad happens, and rest in the belief that they are going to heaven after they die. What is missing from their perceived Christianity is the actual gospel of Jesus Christ . . .”        -Dean Inserra, The Unsaved Christian

We’ve ‘died to sin’ means we can no longer live in sin because   

    the reign of sin has been broken by Jesus’ death!!
  =Jesus died TO sin . . . therefore, in Christ, I died TO sin

The key to sanctification is knowing—

   (v. 2) knowing I am identified with Jesus in His death

  (v. 6) knowing my old self is crucified with Jesus

  (v. 9) knowing the ultimate consequence of Jesus’ sacrifice

I told you last week – 3 Steps to living Dead and Alive—

   *I must understand the Foundation — Identified with Christ
   *I must live by Faith – believe /accept / live the truth 

   *I must Fight – yield to the truth— fight the fight of my life!
Revisiting the Foundation (vv. 5-10)
When I come to faith in Jesus Christ, 2 definitive things happen:
  *I died to sin— I was united with Him in a death like His

  *I was/will be raised to life—united in a resurrection like His
Paul amplifies the ‘we died to sin’ part— Romans 6:6-7
     *I have died to my past

     *My inclination to sin no longer controls me

Augustine argued there are 4 states of man in relation to sin: 
(a) able to sin (posse peccare) – this was Adam before he fell; he 

        had not sinned but he was able to sis

(b) not able not to sin (non posse non peccare) – this is fallen 

         man; this is Adam after the fall; this is all mean before 

         Jesus— unable to break free from sin
(c) able not to sin (posse non peccare) – this is regenerate man; 

         this is the state of a Believer; this is what Paul is writing 

         about here in Romans 6; sin’s dominion is broken
(d) unable to sin (non posse peccare) – this is what we long for; 

         this is the state of glorified man (when faith becomes sight); 

        we will no longer be tempted by sin or ale to fall again!
Paul amplifies the ‘we were raised to life’ part   Romans 6:8-9 
=the implication of the Resurrection of Jesus is simple and 

    straightforward— because He lives, we live!
=and that life is 2 fold—

     *present tense:  I live for Him
     *future tense: I will live with Him
        -logically:  future life in relation to the death that precedes it

        -chronologically:  future in relation to the present moment

 “For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”                  Galatians 2:19-20 

“Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions but for the will of God.”                      I Peter 4:1-2
