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“The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’ 20And when the men had come to him, they said, ‘John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’ ’             Luke 7:18-20
 ‘Jesus, are You the One (the Promised Messiah) or do we need to 

keep looking….is there another?’   -John the Baptist
 (that’s a disturbing question— primarily because of the source 
       of the question AND because of what it indicates about him
(This is not the doubt of a skeptic! 
(This is the doubt of a real believer . . . what happened to John?
     [the key to doubt in the life of a Believer is quite often the 
        circumstances of his/her life— things not going as expected!]

The Background of a Troubling Question     Luke 7:18-20
=Question— where is John?

    (John is in prison (Matthew 11 tells us that)

       “When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on 
         from there to teach and preach in their cities.  2Now when John 
         heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his 
         disciples 3and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall 
         we look for another?’”               Matthew 11:1-3
   (John’s faithful ministry as the Messianic Forerunner had 

          landed him in prison— his faithfulness and service had cost 

          him dearly— he was under a death sentence 
-John the Baptist was – a saint of God, a prophet of God, the 
      forerunner of the Messiah, last of the OT prophets and the 
      greatest man ever!

-YET— he is struggling with doubt! Why?
=we get a specific, unmistakable picture of John—
    -a powerful, passionate preacher

    -faithful to his call to prepare for the coming of Messiah

    -a force to be reckoned with . . . until—

    “But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, 
       his brother's wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done,
       20added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison.”    

Luke 3:19-20

The Posing of a Trying Question
20And when the men had come to him, they said, ‘John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’”







Luke 7:20
=John is disturbed about his circumstances . . . I’m sure he asked, 

      ‘why’? 
    -when trying times come (even in the lives of ‘great’ Believers) 

        doubt can be a normal reaction!
(When reality fails to meet expectation, doubt is inevitable!
(Part of our problem is our expectation— unrealistic expectation

    -a false gospel produces unrealistic expectation

    -the belief that ‘saving faith’ means to worry or trouble is false!

The Answer to a Tormented Question    Luke 7:21-23
=His 1st answer was:  ‘Watch this!’ (v. 21)
=His 2nd answer was:  ‘Go, tell John what you saw!’ (v. 22)
=His 3rd answer:  ‘Tell John, ‘Blessed is the one who is not 

          offended by Me!’ (v. 23)
 -what Jesus is saying is taken from Isaiah 26, 29, 35 and 61
 -he sends John’s messengers back to him with overwhelming 

      empirical evidence and Scriptural evidence that Messianic 

      power flowed through Him!

 -Jesus gives this word of encouragement— a beatitude that Jesus  

       derived, again, from Isaiah

       “John, you and everyone like you will be blessed if you do 

          not fall away because of your disappointment with the 

          way I choose to work.”
If you want to resolve your doubt, go to the Word of God!
