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“ To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’”                                                      Luke 7:31-32
Jesus answered John’s query in 3 ways — 
=Jesus challenged John to look at life through the lens of Scripture

     -the empirical evidence and Scriptural evidence that Messianic 

        power flowed through Him!
=Jesus exhorted John to remain faithful even when life (especially 

        when life) didn’t make sense to him—

=Jesus illustrated the real problem with unbelief   (Luke 7:31-35)
 -vv. 31-34 is actually a parable to give insight as to WHY the 
       Pharisees and religious experts rejected Jesus….
 -‘the people of this generation’ – are the people who have just 
       heard Jesus talk about John the Baptist— primarily the 
       ‘pharisees and lawyers’ who have rejected Jesus (and John)

    -how do I explain it so that you ‘get it’?

    -(v. 32) Jesus says:  ‘they are like children playing games in the 

          Marketplace . . .  ‘what game?’
       *We played the flute for you, and you did not dance – wedding
       *We sang a dirge, and you did not weep – funeral
(what Jesus has done here is brilliant!

    -there was no way to please the religious establishment

    -they were so embedded in their self-righteousness that they 

         could not (would not) hear Truth!

(they demonized John the Baptist   (v. 33)
(they scandalized Jesus   (v. 34)
    -John was an isolationist . . . Jesus was a socializer! 
What they rejected was not form or style— it was Truth!

      “If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey the voice of 
      his father or the voice of his mother, and, though they discipline him, will 
      not listen to them, 19 then his father and his mother shall take hold of him 
      and bring him out to the elders of his city at the gate of the place where he 
      lives, 20 and they shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This our son is stubborn 

      and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard.’
      21 Then all the men of the city shall stone him to death with stones. So you 
      shall purge the evil from your midst, and all Israel shall hear, and fear.”






Deuteronomy 21:18-21
    =they were accusing Jesus of being like this rebellious son who 
         would not submit to authority!

    =they were insinuating that Jesus was a sinner / apostate

The Point Jesus was making with this little parabolic analogy:  regardless of who delivered Truth to you, you reject it!
“Yet wisdom is justified by all her children.”      Luke 7:35
=In spite of the rejection of the scribes and the Pharisees, in spite 
    of the growing rejection of the people . . .the Gospel produces! =you can reject truth all you want . . . truth will be vindicated!
The children of this world may mock at the Gospel, and pour contempt on the lives of believers. They may count their practice madness, and see no wisdom nor beauty in their ways. But God will take care that He has a people in every age. There will be always some who will assert the perfect excellence of the doctrines and requirements of the Gospel, and will "justify the wisdom" of Him who sent it. And these, however much the world may despise them, are they whom Jesus calls wise. They are ‘wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus.’  . . . If we are truly wise, let us not be ashamed to confess our Master before men. Let us declare boldly that we approve the whole of His Gospel, all its doctrines and all its requirements. We may find few with us and many against us. The world may laugh at us, and count our wisdom no better than folly. But such laughter is but for a moment. The hour comes when the few who have confessed Christ, and justified His ways before men, shall be confessed and ‘justified’ by Him before His Father and the angels.”                                J.C. Ryle
