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“Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and 

bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 2and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities:
Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out,  3and
Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's household manager, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their means.”       Luke 8:1-3
“...Imagine that the Apostle Paul, after his Damascus Road conversion, starts off on his journey, Mr. Muggeridge said, and consults with an eminent public relations man. ‘I’ve got this campaign and I want to promote this gospel,’ Paul tells this individual, who responds, ‘Well, you’ve got to have some sort of symbol.’ To which Paul would reply: ‘Well,   I have got one. I’ve got this cross.’ ‘The public relations man would have laughed his head off,’ Mr. Muggeridge said, with the P.R. man insisting: ‘You can’t popularize a thing like that. It’s absolutely mad.’
 . . . As a non-Christian friend of mine put it to me recently, the idea that people would worship a God who is compassionate toward us is one thing, but to worship a God who suffers and dies — as a condemned criminal, no less — is distinct to Christianity. In my friend’s understated words, ‘When you think about it, it is a little strange.’”
             Peter Wehner, What It Means to Worship a Man Crucified as 
                    a Criminal: A God who allows suffering is a mystery, but 
                    so is a God who suffered—

      “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to 
        us who are being saved it is the power of God . . . it pleased God 
        through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.”






I Corinthians 1:18, 21
=the message is indeed . . . ‘strange’

=the medium of the message (the Cross) IS ‘foolish’

=AND . . .the messengers He chose to use were ‘unexpected’!!

The Mission of Jesus Continues   (Luke 8:1)
  =everything in God’s redemptive plan of fallen man is just a 
        little bit strange . . . counterintuitive (against the grain of 
        normal human thought)
The Messengers Jesus Chooses   (Luke 8:2-3)
=talk about an odd bunch

    =if you ever wonder why Jesus did what He did OR… or why 

        He did it WHERE He did – John gives us the answer—
            ‘I do not seek My own will but the will of Him who sent Me.’          
John 5:30
    =He did what He did WHEN He did it because the Father led 
       Him to . . . Jesus did the Father’s will in the Father’s time!

“The twelve were with Him.” 
    (they were basic nobodies . . . very ordinary men

    (they were the quintessential illustration of Paul’s words—
    “For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
      according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 
      were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
      shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
      strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things 
      that are not, to bring to nothing things that are,”       
I Corinthians 1:26-28

Jesus strategy:

    Pour your life into a small group of people, who will continue 
    the process of doing the same.  
*there were some women with Him . . . the implication is 
         that they were also part of His group of disciples

   (the inclusion of women was more than counterintuitive— it 
         was counter-cultural!
“Let the recollection of these women encourage all the daughters of Adam who read of them, to take up the cross and to follow Christ.”








J.C. Ryle
The Means of Moving Forward
“And many others who were contributing to their support out of their private means.”



Luke 8:3
