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“And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, he said in a parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed . . .”       
Luke 8:4-5a
Jason Allen in a recent blog post entitled:  Three Reasons Why Young People Leave the Church . . . suggests 3 factors often overlooked in this discussion—
Factor 3:  Many Young Adults Leave the Church because They  

                   Never Came to Love it Personally 
Factor 2: Many Young Adults Leave the Church because They 
                   Never Experienced it Corporately 
Factor 1: Many Young Adults Leave the Church because They
                Never Joined it Spiritually
   ‘This predicament is as old as the church itself, and it is no respecter  of 
     age. Young adults have not cornered the market on unregenerate church 
     membership . . . young adults are just one bloated demographic slice of an 
     ever-present challenge within the church today:  unregenerate church 
     membership.’


Jason Allen
Luke records what might just be THE  most widely recognized of Jesus’ parables— the parable of the sower (soils)

(has been called by some ‘the mother of all parables’ – because 
       it’s this parable which Jesus uses to explain why He used 
       parables

The Parable Proper   (Luke 8:4-8)
-a familiar parable = it’s recorded by Matthew, Mark and Luke  

-it is a simple story built from a very common sight in Jesus’ day 

-this parable gives us insight into why we get the responses that 
    we get when we sow the seed . . 
The Parable’s Purpose  (Luke 8:8b-10 )
 ‘‘. . . As he said these things, he called out, ‘He who has ears to hear, let him hear.’’
  =these words are in essence a challenge . . .
  =they also give us an insight as to Jesus’ intention in using it

          IF you have ears…IF you can hear…IF you can ‘get it’

The word in the Greek is para-bole (para – ‘beside’ + bole – ‘to 

      throw’ or ‘to cast down’ . . . ‘to throw or cast beside’)

      =a comparison (putting something beside something else)

         to better understand it

(the real phenomenon of a parable – you can simultaneously—

       *make a truth (spiritual principle) easier to understand, AND 
       *make the same truth more difficult to understand
(the story demanded explanation— by the teller!!!

This is a major turning point in the ministry of Jesus—

 =for the remainder of His earthly ministry, Jesus’ teaching was 
       hidden from unbelievers and revealed only to believers
 =why?

     -a judicial act…a judgment from God – by this point, judgment 
         falls on Israel – those who would not believe now could not!
(NOTE: this response from Jesus is from Isaiah 6—

     =originally given to Isaiah in a context of judgment
     =God hardened the hearts of His own people in unbelief!
     =Jesus, in Luke 8, is addressing a very similar scenario

(A warning for us today— a warning for our nation today—
  -the vast majority reject the truth

  -rebellion / apostasy / unbelief / idolatry  characterize our times!
When you WILL not hear truth . . . you CANNOT hear truth!!
‘According to the mysterious and sovereign will of God, some people are given to understand, and some are not. Understanding the parables requires spiritual discernment, which only comes from the Holy Spirit working in a person’s life.”   P.G. Ryken
The Parable Exposed   (Luke 8:11-15)
