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Romans: Not Ashamed!

Part 66: Dead and Alive: The Fight of Your Life (part 3)
Romans 6:10-12
May 26, 2019
“For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.”                        

Romans 6:10-12
“Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’  25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’”                           John 11:23-26

*The story of the resurrection of Lazarus is about more than

     physical life and death . . . it is about the source of real life!
*Romans 6 ties in with this spiritual truth!

How can we who died to sin still live in it?

   *Over the past several weeks we’ve been exploring this thought

      under the banner of “Dead AND Alive” – 
       “So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 
         Christ Jesus.”
3 Steps to living Dead and Alive—

Step 1:  I must understand this Foundation—
 =Faith in Jesus Christ, 2 definitive things happened— 
   *I died to sin— united with Him in a death like His

   *I will be raised to life—united in a resurrection like His
         *NOW— present tense:  I live

         *THEN— future tense: I will live

                   ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though 
                    he die, yet shall he live, (that’s the PRESENT) . . . 26and everyone 
                    who lives and believes in me shall never die. (that’s the FUTURE) 
                    Do you believe this?’”
This is the foundation . . . this is what spiritual life is built upon!
Understanding the essence of the doctrine of union with Christ…
 Step 2: I must live by Faith – believe /accept / live this Truth 

 =look at the question Jesus challenges Martha with . . .
      “…and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 
        believe this?’”
 =What does Jesus mean by, everyone who lives and believes 
        in me shall never die?
 =the question Jesus poses to Martha is the very principle Paul is 

    explaining here in Romans 6—
   -‘believing’ is a trust in . . . a resting in . . . a conviction that 

        generates a commitment to Jesus
   -to Believe is to do more than give intellectual assent
   -to Believe is to live in light of the revealed truth— it is to 

      ‘reckon as, to consider as reality’ and thus to act according 

       to that reality

 “Reckon” – is a critical word here — logizomai – built on the 
      stem, logos (word, fact) . . . 2 main uses in classical Greek—

   *as a bookkeeping term – evaluating an object’s worth or 

       reckoning a project’s loss / gain  [log, logistics, logarithm];
   *as a philosophical term – used of non-emotional, objective 

          Reasoning  [logic / logical]
  =these 2 uses have a common bond – reality; things as they 

                                                                   really are

The very first step in my growth in holiness is counting as true what is, in fact, true— that God has taken me out of Adam and joined me to Jesus Christ (I am no longer under the reign of sin and death but rather the reign of God’s abounding grace!)
  -but do I believe it . . . do I live in light of this reality?

      =do I count myself as being dead to sin?

      =do I refuse to live that old life that the old me lived?

      =do I consider and keep constantly before me this truth 
      =furthermore— do I count myself as being alive to God; do I 
             live as if I have been reconciled to God . . . that He has 
            made  me His friend?

           -do I live as one who has been set free from sin’s slavery, 

                   as one who is a new creation!
          -do I live as one who is alive to God!
