M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!

Part 67: Dead and Alive: The Fight of Your Life (part 4)
Romans 6:11-14
June 2, 2019
“So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  12Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.”                        

Romans 6:11-12
“As a new Christian and a young Christian, I was convinced that I’d die in a state of near-perfection. With many decades of Christian living ahead, I could easily be convinced that I’d shed my sin like a snake sheds its skin. But, while life really does lead to greater holiness, it also leads to a deeper understanding of depravity. Even as I mine great depths of sin and put it to death, I become aware of deeper, more difficult veins of sin that remain. I’m having to die to the notion that I’ll die perfect or even nearly perfect. Instead, I’ll die less sinful than I was, to be sure, but also far more sinful than I would have wished or imagined.”             -Tim Challies, ‘Getting Older Involves a  

                                                                           Lot of Dying’
3 Steps to living Dead and Alive—

Step 1:  I must understand this Foundation
Step 2: I must live by Faith 
 Step 3: I must Fight the Fight of My Life!
“So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.”                                          Romans 6:11
Now, here’s the really interesting thing—

   *we have a firs in Romans in this verse—

   *Romans 6:11 contains the very 1st ‘command’ in Romans
   *for the 1st time in 5 ½ chapters, we are told to do something!
   *up to this point— Paul has been instructing us, teaching us, 

        explaining things to us . . . but hasn’t told us to do anything!

Real discipleship starts with doctrine . . . I don’t really know what to do as a Christian until I know who I am as a Christian!
      -or to put it another way:  until I know who I am in Christ, I  

          don’t what it means to live for Christ!
“Until we reach this eleventh verse of chapter 6 it has been nothing but sheer doctrine. The entire first five chapters and nearly half the sixth consist of exposition and doctrine. You cannot come to application and to practice, to conduct and behavior and experience, until you are clear about the doctrine. That is the great lesson we should learn at this point. So far we have simply been told the truth about ourselves. Now he calls us to realize that truth . . . to lay hold of it, to realize it, and to begin to apply it.”                     Martyn Lloyd-Jones
(there is no Christian living, no genuine discipleship apart 

        from knowing doctrinal truth—

   “. . .  genuine faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior involves 
       both hearing (understanding) and doing (obedience) as well 
       as heartfelt trust.”                    Kevin Vanhoozer
(the 1st command in Romans:  to believe, to consider as truth,
        to reckon with the intent of doing something about the 

        reality that you are in Christ (dead to sin and alive to God)
(and just what are we to do, Paul?  FIGHT!!!!

You know what it means to be IN Christ, now do it – live it:
1(by not letting sin reign in you (in my mortal body)

2(by understanding that sin’s hold on me is through this fallen, 

          mortal, decaying body!

    =I’m susceptible to sin in my body— in fact, when the Bible 
         teaches about the physical body, mortality and corruption 
         are always linked together (for example: I Corinthians 15:50-53) 
    =fallen, corrupt, mortal . . . the perfect target for sin!

   ‘Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness’

     -by ‘members’ Paul means the various parts of your body!
     -I’ll mention 4 quickly—

        *The Mind   *The Eyes   *The Tongue   *The Feet/Hands
 “But, while life really does lead to greater holiness, it also leads to a 
    deeper understanding of depravity. Even as I mine great depths of 
    sin and put it to death, I become aware of deeper, more difficult 
    veins of sin that remain.”               Tim Challies
