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“What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?”                        





Romans 6:15-16
You may call me Terry, You may call me Timmy
       You may call me Bobby, Or you may call me Zimmy
You may call me RJ, You may call me Ray
      You may call me anything, No matter what you say

You're still gonna have to serve somebody
      Yes, you're gonna have to serve somebody
Well it may be the Devil, And it may be the Lord
      But you're gonna have to serve somebody.   
 -Bob Dylan, ‘Gotta Serve Somebody’
Paul’s point is one that most people have difficulty with—

        There is no such thing as absolute freedom for anyone!
    -there is only ONE absolutely free moral agent in the 

           universe… and you ain’t Him!

    -everyone else, without exception, is limited by or enslaved by  

         someone or something

(Question 1 . . . Romans 6:1—
   “What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may    

     abound?”                   Romans 6:1
(Question 2 . . . Romans 6:15— similar but not the same!

   “What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace?”







Romans 6:15
        -Does living under grace give me liberty to sin? 
        -At any given moment…when I face the temptation or 

             struggle, is it ok to go ahead and do wrong (to sin) 

             knowing that I’m under grace and not the law?         

The Second Question   (Romans 6:15)
--the 1st question comes from Rom 5 and shows that grace does 

       not lead to sin . . . grace leads to righteous conduct!
 --the 2nd question comes out of Rom 6 (esp. 14) and shows that 

       freedom from law does not lead to sin either!

Paul is addressing 2 very prominent errors in our thinking (both then and now)—

  Error 1:  The Traditionalist Error   (legalism)
         --if you reject the Law as the way of salvation, then you 

              open the door to immorality . . . 
         --if you reject the Law as the means of being ‘right with 
              God’ then you encourage people to sin

    -Paul says, ‘NO…it doesn’t work that way!’ . . . in fact, the 

       very opposite is actually true—

  Error 2:  The Antinomian Error  (licentiousness)
  -rejects the Law not only as a way of salvation but also as an 

       expression of moral conduct (‘since I’m free from the law. 

       I can live however I please…grace gives me freedom to sin’)
The Specific Issue    (Romans 6:16-18)
=What specifically are they (we) supposed to know?
     -that you are a slave – you are not free – you are bound to the 

          one you serve . . .you’re gonna’ have to serve somebody!

=here’s the principle Paul is presenting—

    *there are 2 kingdoms in this world— 
          (1) the kingdom of sin 

          (2) the kingdom of God 
    *you serve one or the other

Whose Slave Are You?

I was blinded by the devil, Born already ruined
    Stone-cold dead, As I stepped out of the womb
By His grace I have been touched,  By His word I have been healed
By His hand I have been delivered,  By His spirit I Have been sealed.

-Bob Dylan, ‘Saved’
