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“But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.”                        

Romans 6:17-18
*how do we Define ‘Christian’? 
*what does it mean to be a Christian?
Let me remind you of the context—

  =Paul is expounding an issue that defines the Christian life
  =the issue is the connection between justification and 

      Sanctification   (Romans 6 – 8) 

      -Can I excuse my sin because of God’s grace? 
*salvation isn’t just a transaction—it’s a transformation!
*Justification always results in sanctification!
*Paul’s general precept—  Romans 6:16
   =the general precept: 

         -to whatever you ‘surrender’ you are a slave
   =Conversion is an exchange of slaveries!
      (how many have ever thought of Christianity this way?)
*Paul’s specific proposition— Romans 6:17-18
 =Paul’s specific proposition is really a revelation of what defines 

      ‘Christian’
Defining Christian . . . what is a Christian?

    [the word ‘Christian’ only occurs 3x in the NT— each ]

    [    occurrence has a context of suffering!                      ]
    [        -Acts 11:26    -Acts 26:28   -I Pater 4:16              ]
  “Perhaps it would be as well, first of all, to try to make out what one means by the word ‘Christian’. It is used these days in a very loose sense by a great many people. Some people mean no more by it than a person who attempts to live a good life. . . I do not mean by a Christian any person who tries to live decently . . . you must have a certain amount of definite belief before you have a right to call yourself a Christian . . .and every single syllable of those creeds you believed with the whole strength of your convictions . . .Nowadays it is not quite that. We have to be a little more vague in our meaning of Christianity.”                 Bertrand Russell, Why I Am Not a Christian
A Christian is One Who Has Been Changed

“But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become   

   obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were 
   committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of 
   righteousness.”           Romans 6:17-18
=No one is born a Christian . . . one becomes a Christian 

      through a fundamental, constitutional change!

=the change is comprehensive— 
     *my will—  (obedient) 
     *my emotion— (the heart) 
     *my mind— (teaching to which you were committed) 

A Christian is One Under New Ownership
“But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin . . . have become slaves of righteousness.”                        
Romans 6:17a, 18b
=it’s not that the building is under new management… it is under 

       new ownership
=not your own, you’ve been bought with a price (I Cor 6:20)
    “The real proof in the slavery of the whole of mankind is ultimately 
      found, not so much in what men do, as in what they omit to do . . .   

     Why do they not believe in the atoning death of Jesus Christ?” ML-J
  *The Immediate Agency – doctrine – Biblical teaching
        ‘….the standard of teaching to which you were committed,’ 
  *The Ultimate Agency – the Spirit of God
      -you were committed:  you were delivered over to
      -the question who delivered you over to Truth?

A Christian is One Who Gives Evidence of the Change
=the evidence is simple . . . obedience to the Word

=a Christian delights to DO, to obey the standard of the Word
