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Romans: Not Ashamed!

Part 71: Whose Slave Are You?
Romans 6:18-23
June 30, 2019
“(you)…having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.”              Romans 6:18-19
The Gospel, rightly understood, is offensive!

Does the Bible support / condone slavery… does God ‘approve’ of slavery? Let me give you 4 responses—
  *My 1st response – Seriously?  ‘By no means!’
  *2nd response –the Bible mentions sin (many times) but it 

       neither condones nor approves of sin— just because the 

       Bible talks about sin doesn’t mean it condones it!

  *3rd – the Bible often uses the realities of life on this fallen  

        planet to illustrate spiritual truths that we have a hard time 
        understanding!
 *4th – we too frequently fail to read the Bible in context!
Remember the Context of Romans 6
=issue: the connection between justification and sanctification—

               Justification always results in sanctification!
*Paul shapes this discussion using the imagery of slavery!
  =Justification (salvation) is an exchange of slaveries!!!

                Conversion is an exchange of slaveries!
Realizing the Context of Roman Slavery  (Romans 6:19)
Paul is using slavery as an illustration –

‘I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations…’
  =Paul is NOT condoning nor is he approving slavery
  =he is merely pointing out the reality of its existence AND the 

        fact that these Christians in the heart of the Roman Empire 
        understood it . . . in fact, many of them WERE slaves!!!!
  =and Paul goes so far as to say that he is using slavery as an 

        illustration because of a natural human inability to grasp 

         profound spiritual reality—  ‘natural limitations’
 “…slavery is not an altogether accurate or appropriate metaphor for the Christian life. It indicates well the exclusivity of our allegiance to the Lord Jesus Christ but neither the easy fit of His yoke, not the gentleness of His hand that lays it on us, nor indeed the liberating nature of His service. Why then did he use it? Because of our ‘natural limitations’ . . . and need to be reminded of the obedience to which we have committed ourselves.”        J. Stott
 “Humanity is divided into two: the masters and the slaves; or, if on prefers it, the Greeks and the Barbarians, those who have the right to command; and those who are born to obey.”





Aristotle, Politics (Book 1)

Slavery in the Old Testament 

*the slavery described in the OT was very different from 
     Western slavery (the capture and sale of slaves)—
  -in the ANE, if you could not provide for yourself (family), you     

       sold them into slavery so they wouldn’t die of starvation or 
       exposure (received food/housing in exchange for labor)
Slavery in the NT
 =what the NT says about slavery is of necessity linked to Roman 

   -many of the early Christians were slaves to Roman! 
3 Observations—

  *Roman slaves were either taken as the spoils of war or were 
       such because they sold themselves into slavery 
  *Although the owner had absolute rights over his slaves, he 
       generally showed them respect 
  *As much as 2/3 of the Roman Empire were slaves 
Paul uses slavery as an illustration of the most profound of all spiritual truths . . . the slavery of sin and the slavery of obedience (of righteousness . . . of God)

So . . . whose slave are you?
