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Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 72: The Wage and the Gift, or 

What I Deserve and What I Get
Romans 6:23
July 7, 2019
“But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God,
the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”              



Romans 6:22-23
‘(Rom 6:23)…a Christian proverb, a golden sentence, a divine statement of truth worthy to be written across the sky . . . Here you have both the essence of the gospel and a statement of that misery from which the gospel delivers all who believe.’    C.H. Spurgeon
What makes Romans 6:23 really stand out—

(the WHAT of the Gospel:  the gift of eternal life through Jesus 

(the WHY of the Gospel:  the earned wage of sin (death)

Paul is relentless in his argument and that’s what Romans 6 is —   an argument for why you can’t continue to live the same sinful life IF you are truly a Believer!

Paul summarizes his extensive argument with a trio of contrasts:
Contrast 1: The Two Masters: Sin and God

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”              

=we begin with the Master— for 1 simple reason: you’re a slave! 

=the most sobering of reality checks—

    *I’m either enslaved to sin . . . sin is my Master
    *I’m enslaved to righteousness . . . God is my Master

Contrast 2: The Two Contracts: Wage and Gift
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”     
  *the ‘wage that sin pays’
       -it’s NOT that sin is what you do to get your just pay

       -rather, it’s ‘sin the master’ paying you (the slave) for your 
           service!
       -the ‘wage’ is really a slave’s ‘ration’
         (it something that was earned…merited…deserved

         (sin gives you (pays you) exactly what you deserve…and 

              what you deserve is determined by the Law!

          “Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest
           we drift away from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels (the Law) 
           proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a 
           just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation?” 






Hebrews 2:1-3
*the ‘free gift that God gives’
  -a wage is earned— it’s a debt – an issue of justice

  -a gift cannot be earn— it’s a beneficence – an issue of grace 
    “The abounding goodness of the Most High alone grants life to those who 
       are dead by sin. It is with clear intent to teach us the doctrine of the 
       grace of God that the apostle altered the word here from wages to gift.    

       He wished to show us that life comes upon quite a different principle 
       from that upon which death comes. In salvation all is of free gift, in 
       damnation everything is of justice and desert. When a man is lost, he 
       has earned it, when a man is saved, it is given him.”      -Spurgeon 
“Wages imply that the master needs our work, and so has to recompense it. Gifts imply that the master does not need our work and does not have to recompense anything. The one true Master in the universe has no needs. And that is why he never pays wages. To those who trust him, he only gives gifts. That is why his yoke is easy and his burden is light. It's the sweetest slavery in the world. But sin is another kind of master. He pays wages. Sin was never meant to be the master of the creatures of God. He is an alien master. Human beings were not meant to serve sin. They were meant to serve God. We were meant to be dependent on God's grace, not debtors to sin's wages.”   







-John Piper

Contrast 3: The Two Endgames: Death and Life
“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”     
=the ultimate endgame of sin is death both temporal and eternal    
=the ultimate endgame of God is eternal life 
  -eternal life is as much about the present as it is the future!
  -eternal life means that God forever remains the Giver! 
