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“Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives?. . .Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God.” 

Romans 7:1, 4
Something we (particularly Christians) need to understand—

   =God intended marriage to last a life-time…to be permanent 

         in time  
   =when you say, ‘I do’, you are supposed to do it ‘til death do 
         you part’
“Paul works out the general principle (that law has power over a man only as long as he lives) in the particular case of marriage…here I must point out something that we may very well miss. The Apostle is going to take it for granted, as he has told us in the first verse, that we all know this, and are all agreed about this. But if he were alive today, I’m afraid that it would be doubtful whether he could take it for granted, and alas, even among Christian people.”       M. Lloyd-Jones
Romans 7 is a new chapter but not a new a section!

 -Paul addresses the misuse of grace with 4 questions—

    (6:1) What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?

    (6:15) What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace?

    (7:7) What then shall we say? That the law is sin? 

    (7:13) Did that which is good, then, bring death to me?

    (these 4 questions all have same answer— ‘by no means!’
    (and they all have the same purpose—and this is the key to 

         understanding Romans 7:

 In answering these questions Paul is leading us to see that grace 

 actually leads us to holiness . . . or to put it another way:

         *not only are we saved by grace,
         *we’re also sanctified by grace

The Principle Stated     (Romans 7:1)
-‘Law only applies to the living’ – the law is only binding (from 
    the word ‘lord’), it holds power over you while you are alive

-Paul's principle: you’re under the law as long as you live
   -most Christians today are completely ignorant of the role and 

       significance of the OT (the Law) to the Gospel 
    -Paul does NOT say that the Law died…he says you died! 

The Principle Illustrated   (Romans 7:2-3)
=to help us understand the significance of what it means to be in 

     union with Christ …Paul gives us 3 illustrations:
  *Romans 6:1-14 – baptism 
  *Romans 6:15-23 – slavery 
  *Romans 7:1-6 – marriage 
=Paul is saying, “listen, we are just as morally bound by the 
                              law as a bride is legally tied to a husband.”
      
2 Quick Cautions—

*Caution 1 – this in no way diminishes the Law 
*Caution 2 –Paul’s intent is NOT to give instruction marriage
  =Paul’s main point is to highlight the inviolability of the law of 
      Marriage as an illustration of the binding nature of Law—   

The Principle Applied   (Romans 7:4-6)
(Christ's death, and your death in Him, has brought you into a 
     new freedom and into a new relation to the law – he doesn’t 

     explicitly say it, but he implies that before Christ, we are 

     ‘married to the Law’ (it indeed does wield authority)
(Paul’s 3-part application: 
    *I died – 
    *I am united to a new spouse – to Christ—
    *I serve in the newness of the spirit 
   God saved us so that we, who were lost in sin, might live a holy 

    life— a fruitful life to the glory of God!
