M.B.C. NOTES

Romans: Not Ashamed!        
Part 74: But Now
Romans 7:5-6
July 21, 2019
“For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.” 




Romans 7:5-6

‘but now’ – marks a dramatic contrast (‘before and after’ photo)

  -‘but now’ statements help us to understand—

         =the weight of sin (what we are before Jesus) . . . and 
         =the height of salvation (what we are after Jesus!)

Oh, how we need to understand that the gospel changes a life!
  (my death in Jesus brought me into a new freedom…NOT 
        freedom from the law but freedom for the law
        God saved me so that I might actually now live the way I 

          was  created to live— a fruitful life to the glory of God!
Reminding Us of Our Before (v. 5)
What is ‘living in the flesh’ here in Romans 7:5?
=there are 5 different nuances of meaning in the NT

  *the soft (fleshy) part of the human body (as in a ‘flesh wound’)
  *the whole body
  *the sensual part of our nature (‘an appeal to the flesh’)
  *the entirety of mankind
  *Paul uses ‘flesh’ as a reference to ‘unregenerate man’
       *he uses it to describe a lost man…an unbeliever…what we 

             were before God saved us
Romans 7:5 is Paul’s description of anyone/everyone before   

    justification . . . he is defining you by your relationship to God 
   (rather, before you had a relationship with Him!)
(the opposite of “in the flesh” is “in the Spirit”

(the essence of sin is a passion for self-rule, self-deification 
“There is nothing more fatal than a failure to realize the terrible 

    power of sin. Sin is the greatest power next to God Himself. It 

   is so powerful that even God’s holy Law cannot deliver us.”






Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Reviewing Our After— But Now! (v. 6)
‘…released from the Law’ –  free from the condemnation of the law
       and its inability to make me right with God…its inability to 
       ‘sanctify me’
                 The great and grand object of salvation is our    

                        sanctification, our being made holy!!

Jesus came into this world – He died on a Roman Cross as the sinless, perfect sacrifice that satisfied the wrath of a Holy God. He was buried, rose again, ascended – but it do not end there! He then sent the Spirit of the Living God so that we would be /  could be ‘holy and without blame before Him in love!
‘…so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.”      


Romans 7:6
 =‘serve’ is actually the word ‘slave’– we ‘slave’ in a new way
 =NOT by a written code… but by a Spirit changed heart!
     “You are caught up in something that is not small and insignificant 
       but deep and majestic. It began in eternity when God planned your 
       salvation, and it was prepared for you through thousands of years 
       of history leading up to Jesus’ incarnation. God was doing things – 
       great things – in history so that you could be saved . . . the more 
       you know and understand . . . you will trust God more and love 
       Christ more.”                                         John Piper
    “Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that 
      we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our 
      sufficiency is from God, 6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a 
      new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the 
      Spirit gives life.”                   2 Corinthians 3:5-6
Jeremiah 31:31-34
(the New Covenant that Jeremiah said would come IS the New 

    Covenant that Jesus brought to us!  
