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“And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, he said in a parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed . . .”       
Luke 8:4-5a
 “Cultural Christianity:  a religion practiced by more Americans than any other faith or religion. Its participants can be found in Catholic and Protestant churches, in the South and Midwest, on high school football fields, at patriotic celebrations, and around family dinner tables. It looks and sounds very Christian on the surface, but is merely Christian by culture, rather than Christian by conviction. The gospel of Jesus Christ is not part of the equation . . . Cultural Christianity is a mindset that places one’s security in heritage, values, rites of passage (such as a first communion or a baptism from childhood) and a generic deity, rather than the redemptive work of Jesus Christ . . . to add to the problem, the church often ‘assumes the gospel.’ As a result, people can camp out in churches for years and never hear what the Bible actually says.”                                 Dean Inserra, The Unsaved Christian
The Parable Proper (vv. 4-8)
The Parable’s Purpose (vv. 8b-10)
The Parable Exposed (vv. 11-15)
The Sower
   -the sower is anyone who is faithful to sow!
The Seed

“Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.”     (v. 11)
  -the ‘seed’ is the Word of God (the message of the Kingdom, the 

          message of the Gospel!)
The Soils
Jesus mentions 4 different ones:
 *The Roadside Soil – the Hard Heart 
    “And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and 
        the birds of the air devoured it . . . The ones along the path are those who 
        have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their 
        hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.”    (v. 5, 12)   
(The seed of the Gospel has no possibility to penetrate this type    

       of heart— the hard heart  
(This is the fool of Proverbs who hates knowledge, wisdom

(most interesting of all—

     =in this context Jesus is not talking about some atheist
     =Jesus is talking about Jewish leaders
(This is indeed a parallel to the Unsaved Christian!

 
*The Rocky soil – the Shallow Heart
“And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture . . .  And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away…”                       (vv. 6, 13)
=the rocky soil equates to the shallow heart
  -receives the Gospel with joy — but there is no root
  -Jesus says of this heart ‘…they believe for a while’ but when put 

       to the test, they fall away!’
  -real saving faith is not temporary . . . it lasts!

*The Deceptive Soil – the Infested Heart
“And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it . . . And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.” 

(vv. 7, 14)
 -this is a deceptive kind of soil – it looks good on the surface

(in this heart, the truth is choked out // crowded out by the 
       presence of sin (impurities all through this heart)
  -this person is consumed with the temporal, consumed with the 
       world, sinful pleasures, ambitions, career, money, home, car,    

     =the rich young ruler is THE prime example of this heart!

 *The Good Soil – the Prepared Heart

“And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold . . . As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.”      (vv. 8, 15)
(the definitive proof of conversion = FRUIT!

 “The way you know that somebody is a believer is not by what they said
   somewhere or sometime, or  what they prayed somewhere sometime.  He's 
   going to have a love for God . . . a love for the truth of God, the Word of 
   God.  It's going to show up in the fruit of his life.”             J. MacArthur
