M.B.C. NOTES
LUKE
Part 58: Hear, Hear! 
Luke 8:16-21
Wednesday, May 29, 2019

“‘No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a stand, so that those who enter may see the light.17 For nothing is hidden that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and come to light. 18 Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away.’”                              Luke 8:16-18
Remember— The parable of the soils is about the condition of the human heart.  The basic truth of the parable is that the result of the hearing of the gospel always depends on the condition of the heart. 
   =There is no doubt as to what true hearing is— it is a heart that 
       hears and DOES God’s Word
     “As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold 
        it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.”           
Luke 8:15  

(Jesus is showing us 2 things— that
      *the Word is designed to produce in our lives AND

      *how we know if we’ve truly received the Word of God
“The Gospel which we possess was not given us only to be admired, talked of, and professed--but to be practiced. It was not meant merely to reside in our intellect, and memories, and tongues--but to be seen in our lives. Christianity is a talent committed to our charge, and one which brings with it great responsibility. We are not in darkness like the heathen. A glorious light is put before us. Let us take heed that we use it. While we have the light let us walk in the light.”      J.C. Ryle

On the heels of the parable, Jesus adds 2 ‘pictures’—

         *the parable of the lamp (vv. 16-18) and 
         *the proposition concerning His family (vv. 19-21)

   =these 2 brief paragraphs fit together as illustrations of what it 

       really means to ‘hear’ the Word
     Obedience is the ultimate proof of ‘hearing’ (belief)!
How do I hear the Word of God? 
(I believe we can go so far to say that Jesus makes it clear in 

     these two illustrations that how we respond NOW to the 
     Word of God has eternal consequences – how we ‘hear’ the 
     Word is a reflection of what / who I am!
        *if I consistently respond in obedience to the Word, I give 

              evidence of God’s grace at work in my life
       *if I respond with indifference and disobedience to God's 
              Word, I demonstrate that judgment awaits me

2 Things that Jesus says loudly and clearly—
God’s Word Is Given to Change Me   (Luke 8:16-18)
  (God’s truth is given to shine in me – to change me and
                                      to shine from me – to change others  
      The light of God’s Word is designed to produce a life 
         that bears witness to God’s grace and God’s glory. 
Because God’s Word Is Given to Change Me, I Must Take Care 
    How I Hear Its Truth and Respond to it.
“Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the crowd. 20 And he was told, ‘Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you.’ 21 But he answered them, ‘My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.’”                              

  




Luke 8:19-21
=this brief passage is like an exclamation point to what He has 

     just said in the mini-parable!
=What is Jesus saying really here? 
   -you’re not really My family (my mother, my brother), you’re 

         not really Mine unless you hear and DO My Word!

   -essentially— you haven't heard the truth until you've done it!   

   -the truth heard rightly is the truth done obediently
=Do I really hear the Word . . . am I sensitive to the Word?
     (do I recognize that God intends to change me from the 
            inside out by His Word dwelling richly in me? 
     (do I realize that He intends to change others by His light 

            that now shines in me because I hear and obey Him? 
