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“While he was still speaking, someone from the ruler's house came and said, ‘Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher anymore.’ 50But Jesus on hearing this answered him, ‘Do not fear; only believe, and she will be well.’”
Luke 8:49-50
=these 4 stories are tied together by the miraculous … by Jesus 

   demonstration of His power over various elements—

     =the 1st story shows Jesus’ power over the natural order (over 
           wind/waves) – a definitive mark of Deity!

     =story 2—(vv.26-39) – shows His power over the supernatural 
           order – over the spiritual realm

     =story 3 & 4– (vv. 40-56) – show Jesus’ power over the human 

            condition (disease and death)

We saw 2 weeks ago that these last 2 stories are tied together . . . 

 -not only does one interrupts the other . . .

 -but these 2 stories also share some common issues:
    =they share a common background issue—  the laws of 
             uncleanness in Israel . . . 

    =they share common response issues— Luke makes a point to 

         highlights the response of people to Jesus—the way we   

         respond to Jesus is a reflection of the human condition
An Introduction to a Jewish Leader (vv. 40-42)
An Interruption by a Jewish Outcast  (vv. 43-48)
“Being mortal is about the struggle to cope with the constraints of our biology, with the limits set by genes and cells and flesh and bones. Medical science has given us remarkable power to push against those limits, and the potential value of this power was a central reason I became a doctor. But again and again, I have seen the damage we in medicine do when we fail to acknowledge that such power is finite and always will be.”   Atul Gawande, Being Mortal
“. . . I’ve chosen to treat the problem of death on its own, apart from the Bible’s teaching about eternal judgment after death. Given what the Bible says about hell, the end of our lives in this world is almost nothing compared with the prospect of an eternal, tormented separation from God. But the problem of death has its own devastating effects on our present lives. It’s a problem to which we’ve paid far too little attention. And it’s a problem that shows up in the lives of all people, Christian or not. My hope is to describe this problem in a way that’s recognizable for you no matter your religious background, so that whether you believe or not, you want the message of Jesus to be true.”    

Matthew McCullough, Remember Death
A Resurrection of a Jewish Daughter   (Luke 8:49-56)
 -In caring for the most rejected, He had ignored the most 
           respected, or had He?
 “Don't trouble the Teacher any longer!”
   -that’s absolutely fascinating— ‘they were confident Jesus could 
        heal a sick girl, but could do nothing about death – He could 

        handle disease, but death was out of His hands!’

    (the crowd may not believe…but Jairus does!

    (think about the significance of that in light of who Jairus is!

 “…but he said, ‘Do not weep, for she is not dead but sleeping.’ 53 And they 
 laughed at him, knowing that she was dead.”      (vv. 52b-53)
What are they to make of Jesus?

   =that is, BTW, what Luke’s story is all about…not just this one, 

          but all 4 of these miracles stories woven together!

   =what about this Jesus?

(Jesus is the Lord of the Human Condition – He is the Master 

      over disease and death!

“The taboo our culture has imposed on all honest talk of death holds firm in part because we Christians have too often capitulated to the silence. Rather than emphasizing death as the backdrop for our Gospel— a major reason for the goodness of Christianity and the hope it offers— we have all too often behaved as if death isn’t inevitable or devastating.





-Matthew McCullough
